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To The 
RIGHT-. HONORABLE. 
The 


Lady ELIZABETH CARTERET. 


4 \ His 3s one of the many 
Tratts which 1 made 

at Paris on ſeveral 
Subjefts, at the inflance of 
thoſe two Incomparable Prin- 
ceſſes, who there for many 
years continually emploied me 
in their fervice. What uſe they 
were pleaſed to make of them, 
' your Ladyſhip knows beſt, 
being often admitted with 
a ſome 


The Epiſtle. 
ſome other perſons of Quali- 
ty, to- their privat Devoti- 
ons; Therefore when I pre- 
fent you with theſe Papers, 1 
but repeat and ratify their 
gift, and by this public Ad- 
drefs pay that tejpet which 1 
owe (befides what i due up- 
on other acconnts to that fin- 
gular Efleem. and Hindneſs 
which they ever had for your 
Ladiſhip. 

T boſe great and holy Souls 
had no deſire, more earneſt 
then to contemplate and eme- 


| . brace Chriſtian religion in its 


original 


| 


Thi Epiſtle: | 
oripinal beauty ts fee it freed 
from the Encumbrances which 
ordingry Controverſies" mots 
commonly 1hrow' upon ituAnd 
really tho"'they did under- 
fland *#ll 1:thefe' Srholaſtic 
points as 'wethor better:then 
their - teachers ,'\ ( eſpecially 
the Princeſs\.of . Turenne , 
Whoſe clear and \quick\ Appre- 
benſjon, and. neat and unar- 
zificial eloquence were won- 
derful ) yet theyccared o lit- 
zefor them, that they deplo- 
ted very often the unhappy 


neceſſity that had filled the 
Church 
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Church with ſuch weapons ; 
and kad fo flanck't about ( to 
-uſe here-theirexpreſſion)7eru- 
' ſalemwith Baſiions, that one 
| could hardly ſee the'Temple. 
" [ can: aſſure you 'Madam , 
that uponthis account the ho- 
ly Communion which ts as the 
tree of life in the Paradiſe of 
God, the moſt generous plant 
in his Vineyard of the Church, 
hath bin the worſt dealt with. 
For as it was moſt. deſpiteful- 
lytreated by Popery,.the Pro. 
teftants did ſpend moſt of their 
care \this way te." ſecure it , 
where- 
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The Epiſtle; 
whereby it could not .be wel 
expefted that men thus taken 

Lup in raiſing. fences, in plant- 
ing thorns and quicksets a- 
gainſt wild Bores, could have 
much time to'dreſs and im- 
prove better plants, Then 
came from Germany Ana-= 
baptifls ,and from other parts 
Socinians, who pretend that 
the beſt way of pruning lu- 
xuriant excreſcencies, is t0 cut 
up by the Roots, 

Here then Madam, while 
the Romaniſis: kaving made 
havock of the Vineyard, and 
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 laidit waft, rhe fatneſs of the 
ground brought""forth 'that 
poifonous wild vine of the Ro- 
man-Maſs :' and others left 
nothing - but dead  fapleſs 
\ branches and' dry leaves , 
the emty figures of fanatic 
Heretics ; I'make it my en- 
deavor to reſcue it out of the 
hands of ſuch Huſbandmen , 
and to reſtore all back again 
both to the full meaning and 
inſtitution of ChrisF, who is 
the Planter as well as the 
Maſter of the Vineyard, and 
to the Prafiice of the Holy 
F a- 
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- The Fpiltſe. 
Fathers, who for ſeveral Þun- 
dreds of years, dreſſed it, and 
made it bear excellent fruit. 
So here. 1 take no more notice 
of either. Papiſts or Seftaries, 
no nor Proteflants neither , 
then as if the former had ne- 
ver appeared in the world'1o 
trouble and ſpoil the Chureh 
of God,--nor the latter: 10 aſ- 

fert and redreſs it. 

The holy Satrament be- * 
ing thus [et at liberty, and” 

enlarged to its full extent , 
will appear. preſently atten= 
ded with all its Duties and 


: Bleſſings, 


_ The Epiſtle. 


and deſcending Angels, 


one who will but take 


eloquent Diſcourſes, may 


not be. well underſtood ; 


Bleſſings, as: the\ Ladder. of 
Facob did, with aſcending 


This 


may be ſoon perceived, by any 


the 


trouble to read this Book, ſo 
be do it with ſome attention, 
and diftinaly: in parcels, a 
caution which I deſire may be 
adverted.to. Chronicles, or 


beſt 


pleaſe, when they are. curſo- 
rily run-over. \ But Myſteries 
muft be. ſtudied, or they can- 


and 


God knows how much more is 


here 
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The Epiſtle: 
here required at our hands 
beſides bare underſtanding. 
Therefore I have | added to 
the Diſcourſe that refers to 
the advancing the mind in 
knowledg, Meditation and 
Prayer, the two uſual atten- 
dants on devotion; which be- 
ing joined together,” are the 
only probable means of  deal-. 
ing ſuccesfully . with holy 
things, and of attaining by 
the uſe, to the true end of this 
Sacrament, - whizh aims at 
nothing leſs then a" mutu+ 


al Communion between us 
and 


The Epifle: 
and Chrift.zven here on earth 
while we ſeem to be abſent 
from him? and withall atfuth 
a reciprocal\'.\correſpondency 
between Godand his Church, 
as miy both open our hearts 
towards him in holy Duties 
and Performantes, \and open 
his: hand and bowels toward 
z5 in all neceſſary Mercies, © 

1 know. Madam that for 
the confirming of all this, [ 
need but appeal. to your own 
experience. And tis part - 


ty on 1bis account, that with-. 


oitt ſo miich' as askitis leave, 1 
have 
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have made bold to put your 
Name before this Book: be- 
> | cauſe it having bin firſt writ- 
} | zen for the peculiar uſe of two 
Perſons, whom God had ſan- 
enfyed in all reſpefts much a- 
bove the rate of theſe Times ; 
| it ſeems to claim a ſpecial 7i- 
'] zle to their acceptation and 
reading,who intimately knew 
the worth of thoſe Princeſſes, 
and walk after their fleps, at 
fo neer a diſtance as your La- 


6 diſhip doth, to whom 1 am, 


M 4 DAM 
A moſt Humble and 
Durham Faithful Seryant, 


Jan. 24. 
1693, Dan. BREVINT. 
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(1) 
THE CHRISTIAN SACRAMENT 
and Serifice, 


By way of Diſcourſe, 
MEDITATION, and PRAYER, 
upon 
THE NaATuRE, PARTS 


and. Bleflings. 


Of the Holy Communion. 


SECT1ON:-I. 


The Importance of well underſtanding. the 
Natare of this Sacrament. 


I, He Sacrament inſtituted by 
Chriſt at the eve of. his 
Paſſion, which S. Pauicalls 
the Lords Supper , is with- 
out controverhie one of the 
greateſt Myſteries of Godlineſs, and the 
molt ſolemn Feſtival of the Chriſtian 
Religion, ; The holy Table, or Altars 
which preſents this ſacred Banquet, may, 
as well as the old Tabernacle, rake to 1x 
ſelfe the title of * Meeting: {ince there 
mrhe People mult appear to worship God, 
and there certainly God is ptelent-to 


wha 955g Tabernacle for appomted t17ne and meeting. 
| A Meet 
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meet and to bleſs; his: People. . At the 
Place, and during the whole Ac of 
this Meeting with God, the Chriſtian 
Communicants are in a {ſpecial manner 
| invited to. offer up to God their Souls, 
/ their Bodies, their Goods, their Vows, 
their Praiſcs, and whatſoever they can 
give: and God on the other {ide offers 
to us che Body and Blood of his Son, 
and al] rhoſe other Bleſlings withal, thar 
will afluredly follow this facred 
Gift. For this muſt be granted, that 
the holy communion is not only a 
Sacrament that the Worshipper is to 
come to for no. other- purpoſe, then to 
receive; nor a Sacrifice only, where he 
chould have nothing els to do, but to 
give: bit it. 1s as the great Soiemanity 
of. the ancient Paſsover was, whereof 1t 
hath taken the place, a great Myſtery 
conliſting both of Sacrament and Sacri- 
fice, that is, of the Religious Service, 
which the People owe to God; and of 
the full Salvation, which God is pleafo 
ed to,promiſe his People. 

2. It,may by this, appear, . how far it 
concerns cyery Chriſtian not to err in 
2 Point, that makes the Center both of 
his Heppineſs and. his Duty: and that 
ties:the very: knot, which in a manner 
joins Man with God. It was upon this 
2ccount -that the Devil, who bore ever 
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an equal hatred both to what 1s holy 
to God, and to, all that is conducible 
to the Salvation 'of Man, hath from the 
very beginning bin buſie with this Sa- 
crament; and hath ever fince given the 
Church more trouble about the Body 
of Jeſus Chriſty. then ever the Angel 
ſuffered about the Body of Moles, Fude 9. 
For the Body of Chriſt, as the holy 
Fathers diſtinguich it, being of two 
ſorts, to wit, the Natural, which is in 
Heaven, and the Sacramental, which is 
bleſſed and given at the holy Table; 
the primitive Heretics, whom the Spi- 
rit of Antichriſt ſet up and animared 
again{t- the Church, ſpent all their 
{trength and their venim , at the very 
time, and in the face of the Apaltles, in 
order to deſtroy the firſt, which is the 
Human Nature of Chriſt, and t9 reduce 
it to a Phantaſm: and God knows whe- 
ther the ſecond, that is the Sacramental, 
receives at this day any better enrertain- 
ment from two contrary Parties, who 
make jt" either a Falſe God, or an emty 
Ceremony. Of all theſe oppolite Ene- 
mies, the firſt, who aſlaulred 'his Flesh, 
could in this impiety be but poor vain 
undertakers, this glorious Body - being 
highly exalred above their reach : bur 
the fecond are on this account more 
dangerous, becauſe the bleſſed Com- 
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munion, which makes up this other Bo- 
dy, may daily ta)] into the hands of ei- 
ther an Iadvlatrous, or a Profane Abuſer. 
Therefore it very much concerns them, 
whoſoever have either any Piety towards 
God, or any care of their own Souls, 
to menage their Devotions with ſuch 
precaution and judgment, that this ve- 

erable Sacrament may be kept ſafe from 
rheattemts of ſuperſtition and profaneſs. 
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SECT1oNn II. 


Concerning the Sacrament, asit is a Memo: 
rial of the Sufferines end 
Death of Chriſt, 


I He bleſſed Communion was chief- 

ly inſtirured by the Son of God, 
for a Sacrament inthe Church: But when 
it is received by the Chriſtian People, 
if this receiving of theirs be right, it 
mutt needs be attended with the addi- 
rion of {uch other Performances, as will 
make it alſo a Sacrifice. As it is a 9Sa- 
crament, this great Myltery shews three 
F1ces, looking directly towards tnree 
Times, -and Offering to all worthy Re- 
ceivers three ſor:'s of incomparable Bleſ- 
tings; that of Repreſenting the true' Efft- 
cacy of Chriſts ſufferings, wizich are 


paſt, 
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paſt, whereof it is a M-morial: that of 
exhibiting the firſt Fruits of theſe Suffer - 
ings in real and preſent Graces, whereof 
it 15a moral Coxveyarnce and Communic a- 
tion: and that of aſſuring Men of all 0- 
ther Graces, and Glorics to come, where- 
of itis an infallible P/eds. 

2. As this Sacrament looks back; it 
iS-an authentic Memorial, which our Sa- 
vior hath left in his Church, of what 
He was pleaſed to ſuffer for Her. For 
tho theſe Sufferings of His were both 
ſo dreadful and Holy, as to make the 
Heavens mourn, the Earth quzke, and 
all men tremble: yer becauſe grear O»- 
jects, how terrible and magnificent 
ſoever they be, whilſt they la(t, are 
not leſs, then the ſmaleſt things, apt to 
be forgotten when they are gon: and 
ſo, there was ſmall. likelyhood, thzt the 
Paſſion of Jeſus Chriſt, which was not 
ſeen upon the Croſs above the ſpace of 
ſome few hours, could be well -preſer- 
ved in the memory of men throughout 
all ages; therefore our Savior was pleat: 
ed at his laſt Supper to ordain this Sa- 
crament, as a holy Memorial, Reprofent a+ 
tion, and Imaze, of what He w2:s about 
to ſuffer for that short time, to fave his 
dear Church fof ever, So that when 
Chriſtian Poſterity, which had not ſeen 
the Crucifixion of their Savior, like the 
A3 young 
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young Iiraelires, that had not ſeen the 
killing of the firſt Paſsover, should come 
ro aske afrer the fſ1gnification of thoſe 
things, this Bread, this Wine, the Break- 
ing of the one, the powring out of the 
orher, and the Participation of both, 
this facred Myſtery might expoſe to 
faithful Beholders as a preſent and con- 
ſtant object, both the Martyrdom and 
the Sacrifice of this crucihed Savior, giv- 
ing up his Flesh, shedding his Blood, and 
pouring out his very Soul for the expia- 
tion of their Sins: 

2. Therefore, as in the Feaſts of the 
Paſsover, the late Jews could fay, T1 © 
the Lamb, theſe are the Herbs, and this 
is the Bread of affiidtion , . which our Fa- 
thers did eat in Egypt; becauſe their lat- 
ter Feaſts did fo effectually repreſent the 
former, that th2 People, who did par- 
take of thoſe, had ground enough both 
to att and to ſpeak as if they had bin 
preſent at this: So at our holy Commu- 
2ion which ſucceeds the Paſsover, and 
is undoubtedly no leſs a bleſſed and pow- 
erful Sacrament to fer before our eyes 
Chrift our Paſſover who is fgcrificed for us, 
1 Cor.-5. 7, Our Savior, fays St. Auguſtin, 
doubred not to ſay, This is my body, when 
he gave to his Diſciples the Figure of his 
Body. Becauſe eſpecially, beſides the 
Cormenoration, this Sacrament duly given, 
and 
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and faithfully received, makes the thing 
which it repreſents as really preſent for 
our ule, and as reaily powerful in or- 
der to our Salvation, as if the, thing it 
ſelte were newly don or in doing. Exting 
this Bread and drinking of this Cup you ſet 
forth the death of the Lord. 1 Cor. 11. 26. 

4, For certainly (not to miſtake the 
meaning of Chritt, nor to injure his 

Myftery ) whenſoever with the premi- 
tive Church we call it a Memorial, or a 
Figure, great care mult be taken leſt we 
confound theſe Venerable Repreſentari- 
ons, which God himſelt hath ſer up in 
his Church, and for his .Church, with 
thoſe emty Figures and Marks which ei- 
ther ſome old Tradition, or ſome private 
phanſte may by chance have pur 1n our 
way. Menof _—_ Underſtanding do 
not regard with the ſame eye the Armes 
and Images, of Princes, ' which public 
Autority hath ſer up in. a public emi- 
nent Place: and which a Painter, to pleaſe 
his phanhe, hath fixt in a private Room. 
Without all doubt a wiſe Traveller 
would ' be much more moved at the 
{ſight of the Salt Pilar, (if it did ſtand 
yet where it did) which God had ſet up 
purpoſely. where Lots wife lookr to- 
wards Sodom, then at ſome prints 
of her Feet Cif they were ro! be ſeen 
yet) when theturned ſome other way. 
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And if we credit the Hiſtory, that 
Croſs, which the firſt Chriſtian Empe- 
ror 1s reporred once to have ſeen in the 
Air ( which undoubtedly the hand of 
God, or an Angel had made appear with 
ſome delign ) could not but cauſe a 
greater reſpect, then that ordinary Sign 
of the Croſs, - which Chriſtians have 
uſed on common occaſions. Add what 
no body can deny, that all Sorts of 
S'gns and Monuments beconie more or 
lels Venerable according to the grea- 
ter, ' or leller worth of the Objects, 
which they are made to repreſent. Ir 
had been hard for Abraham, or for any 
devour Patriarck, not to feel ſome mo- 
tions of Reverence and holy Fear, when 
they did chance to paſs:again by Mamre, 
or by Morijjah, or ſuch other remarkable 
Places where Cod had appeared to them: 
and who doubts but the very ſight of 
Bethlehem, ot the Mount of 0:ives, of Cal- 
wary, & Cc. which Chriſt honored with 
his Preſence when he was born, when 
he ſuffered, and when he went up to 
Heaven, did heat the primitive Chriſti- 
ans ith conſiderable Flames of Zeal, 
beſides! that uſuall Faith and Knoqwleds, 
which they. had got by their: reading? 
But when theſe Signs, and Monuments, 
beſides their ordinary uſe , bear -with- 
al as it were:on their Face the glorious 
Charactcr 
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Character of their Inſtitution from above, 
and with this Inſtiturion the moſt ex- 
preſs Dehgn thar God hath thereby to re- 
vive in a manner, and to expole as full 
ro all our ſenſes, his Paſſion and ſufferings, 
as if they had ftill their true Being ( as 
they have ſtill the ſame vertue; ) a diſcreer 
and pious Beholder muſt needs look on 
theſe Ordinances with theſe three degrees 
of Devotion. 

5. The firſt is, when he conſiders thoſe 
great and dreadtul Paſſages which this 
Sacrament ſets before him. 1 do' ob- 
ſerve on this Altar ſomewhat very like 
the Sacrifice and Paſſion of my Savior. 
For thus the Bread of /ife wwas broken: 
thus the Lamb of God was flain; thus 
his moſt precious Blood was shed. And 
when TI look upon the Miniſter, who 
by ſpecial order from God his Maſter 
diſtributes this Bread and this vine, L 
conceive that thus verily God himſelfe 
hatch both given once his Son to. dye, 
and gives ſtill the virtue of his Death 
to bleſs and to fave every 'Soul that comes 
unfeigned!y to him. | 

6. The 1econd is an Act of Adoration 
and Reverence, when he looks upon 
that good .Hand, that hath conſecrated 
for the uſe of the Church the Memorial 
of theſe great things. -I cannot without 
ſome degree of devotion look on any Ob- 
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ject, that in any wiſe puts me in mind 
ot the ſufferings of my Savior: and if 
{ did perceive but any Cloud, ſomewhat 
like them, altho it were but caſual, [ 
would nor neglect the Accident that had 
cauſed that Reſemblance. Bur fince the 
good hand of my God hath purpoſely 
contrived it thus, to fet before me what 
I ſee; and ſince by his ſpecial Ap- 
pointment theſe Repreſentatives are 
brought in hither for this Church, and 
among all the reſt for me: I muſt mind 
what Iſrael did, when the cloud filled 
the Tabernacle. I will not fail to wor- 
{hip God, afſloon as I perceive theſe Sa+ 
craments and Goſpel Clouds appearing in 
the Santxary. Here I worthip neit 

Sacrament, nor Tabernacle, but 1 will ob- 
ſerve the manner, that Moſes, Dgvid, 
and all Iſrael have taught me to receive 
poor Elements with , after the Initituti- 
on of God .hath once raiſed them to 
the eſtate of great Myſteries, Neither 
che Ark nor any Clouds were ever. ado- 
red in 1{ſrael, tho ſome brutish Heathens 
ſomerimes thought ſo: but ſure it 1s, the 
Ark was conſidered quite otherwiſe then 
a Ch:ſt, andthe. Cloud. then a Vapor, al- 
ſoon as God. had hallowed them both, 
ro be the Signs of. his preſence. There- 
fore as the former People did never 
fee/thne Temple or the Cloud, but that 
prelencly 
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preſently at that ſight they uſed to throw 
themſelves on their faces; I will never, 
behold theſe better and ſurer Sacraments | 
of the glorious Mercies 'of God , bur 
as ſoon as | ſee them uſed in the Church 
to that holy purpoſe that Chriſt hath 
conſecrated thern ro,' I will nor fail both 
to remember my Savior who confecrat- 
ed theſe Sacraments, and to worship alto 
my Savior whom theſe Sacraments do 
repreſent. And God forbid, that, when 
I am able, I should not receive them , 
as my Savior himſelfe was pjeaſed to re- 
ceive his own Baptiſm, with devotion and 
Prayer. Luk. 3.21. 

7. The third, which is the Crown 
and the compleating of the two other, 
is ſuch a vigorous and intenſe Act of 
Faith, as may correſpond to the great 
End, which our Savior aimed at, when 
He inſtituted this Sacrament. The main 
Intention of Chriſt was not here to pro- 
poſe a bare Image of his Paſſion once 
ſuffered in order to a bate Remembrence : 
but over and above to enrich this Me- 
morial with fuch an effectual and real 
Preſence of continuing Atonement, and 
ſtrength, as may both evidently ſer forth 
Chriſt himſelfe c:utified before our eyes, Gal. 
3- 1. and invite us to his Sacrifice, nut 
as done and gone many years fince, but, 
as tO expiating grace and mercy , {til} 
alting, 
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laſting, {till new, {till the ſame that it was, 
when it was firſt offered for us. 

8. All thoſe Sacrifices under the Law, 
which had (both. their uſe, and their 
ſtrength limited, ſome to a year, ſome 
ro a Month, ſome to a day, were. not 
leſs powerful at the laſt, then they were 
at the firſt moment” of their proper Du- 
ration: and they who lived -or dyed 
within the twelfrh month of the year, 
after the Feaſt of Propitiations, had as 
much benefit from that anniverſary Si- 
criice, as they, who were upon the 
place and at the very. day, when, the 
high Prieft did offer ir. Upon the like, 
bur infinitly better reaſon, - the Sacri- 
fice of Jeſus Chriſt being -appointed by 
CGzod the Father for a Propitiation that 
should- continue thoughourt all Ages, to 
the Worlds end: and withal being ever. 
iaſting by the: Priviledg of its own Or- 
aer, which is an unchangeable Prieſthood, 
Heb. 7-24. and by his worth, who of- 
fered'1t, that is the Bleſſed Son ot-God, 
and by the Power of the Spirit, by whom 
it was offered, which is rhe eternal Spi- 
rit, Hebr. 9. 14. all kinds of Eternity 
rhus concurring together to the Sacr1- 
hce-upon the Croſs, 'it,muſt in all re- 
fpects ſtand everlaſting and Eternal, and 
the ſame yeſterday, to day, and for ever. 
Hebr. 13. 8. | 

9. There- 


& 


9 -- 
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9 Therefore this Sacrifice being ſuch, 
the holy Communion 1s ordained .of 
Chriſt, to. ſet it our ro--us as ſuch, that . 
1s, as cttectual now at this holy Ta#/e, as 
it was then at.the very Croſs: and by 
the ſame proportion the Att of worthy 
Receivers (beſides Remembrance and 
Worship ) muſt needs be rhis; firſt to 
elevate their Faith, and ſtretch their ve- 
ry Souls up to the Moyv?, with the blel- 
ſed Virgin, who ſtood neareſt the Sa- 
crificez; or at the leaſt with the Diſci- 
ples, who lookt on it at ſome diſtance: 
and then look up ro the' Vidtim,. ro F2- 
ſus the Eberlafting Mediator: of the 'Ever- 
lajting Covenant, and to the Blood of ſprink- 
ling that Speafs yet, and craves for better 
things C Pardon and. Bleſing') then Abe's 
did. Hebr. 12. 24. Here Faith.muſt be 
as true a ſubſiſtence of thoſe =—_Y paſt, 
which we 4eleve,, as 'tis of thoſe other 
things yet to come, which we: hope for: 
Heb. 11. 1. | 

10. At the approach therefore of this 
great Myſtery ,« and by the help of- this 
itrong Faith, the worthy \Communicant 
being proſtrated at the Lords "Table, as 
at 'the very foot of his Croſs, shall with 
earneſt ſorrow confeſs and Jament all 


' his Sins, which were the nails and 


ſpears that pierced our Savior. We our 


- ſeives moſt chicfly, not Pilate, nor the 


 Jewes 
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Jewes (for he would not have dyed for 
tuch alone) we have crucafied that Fuſt 
one. - Men. and Brethren what Shall w2 do! 
Act. 2. 37- He $hall fall amazed at that 
Stroke of Divine Juſtice, that being of- 
fended but by Mer, could nor be faris- 
fied, nor appeaſed; but by the . ſufferings 
and death of God. How dreadful is this 
Place! how deep and holy j$Tthis Myite- 
ry: Then he will fall again to worship- 
ping, not leſs amazed at, then thankful 
for, thoſe inconceavable Mercies of God 
th? Father, who ſo gave up his only 
Son; and for. the Mercies of God the Son, 
Waho thus gave himfelfe up for us. 


11. My Lord! and my God! 
T behold = in this Bread made 
of a Subſtance that was cut down, 
beaten, ground and bruiſed by. 
men, all the heavy Blows anda 
Plagues and' Pains, which my 
Savior did ſuffer from the hanas 
of his Murtherers: I behold in this 
Bread dryed up, and baked and 
burnt at the Fire, the fiery wrath 
alſo, which he ſuffered for me 


from 
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from above, and from the band 
of his own Father, wo God, 
my God, why haſt thou t us for- 
ſaken him \ the violence of wicked 
men firſt hath made him a Mar- 
| tyr, then the Fire of Heaven 
® hath made him a Burnt {acri- 
fice: and under both theſe Suf- 
ferings, lo he is become to me the 


Bread of Life. 


Let us then go, to take 
and eat it. For tho the Inſtru- 
ments that bruiſed him be bro- 
ken to pieces, and the arreful 
Flames that-burned him be. quite 
put out, yet this Bread, which 
2s the' Body. of the Lord, conti- 
nues new, The Spears and 
Swords that ſlew, and the Burn+ 

 *?1gs that compleated the Sacrt- 
tice, are many yeares ſince ſcat» 
tered and ſpent; but the 
ſtrength and ſweet ſmell of the 
Obla- 
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Oblation 75 ſtill fragrant, the 
Blood ftifl warm, the words {ill 
fre+b, andthe Lamb ſtill ſtand- 
ing as lain '*. Any other 
Bread” by duration will alter , 
and. any other Sacrifice wall » 
loſe its ſtrength; but Thou moſt 
Eternal withime , offered up to 
God through the Eternal Spirit , 
by an everlaſting Prieſt, and by 
an" Order . which can - never be 
changed, Thou remaineſt alwates 
the\ ſame: and as thy years shall 
never fail, ,they shall never loſe 
nor abate Any thing of thy ſavings 
ſtrength and mercy: help, O help 
me al/o,that they abate nothing of {| 
ny Faith. Help me to grieve for 

the ſenſe of my (ins, and for that | 
of thy pains, as thoſe good Souls 
aid, who ſaw thee ſuffer t. Let * 
not my heart burn with leſs Zeal 


* Rev.5.6, | Luke 23. 27. 


Ml; 
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to follow and ſerve thee now, 
when this Bread 1s broken at 
this Table, then did the hearts 
of thy Diſciples, when thou didfſt 
break it in Emaus*.0 Rock of 1/- 
rael, Rock of Salvation, Rock 
* ſtruck and cleft for me, let thoſe 
two ſtreams of Blood and Wa- 
ter, which once gushed out of thy 
fide t, when the Curſe of the 
Law, and the Rod of Moſes had 
opened it, bring down with them 
Salvation and Holineſs znto m 
Soul, tho far diſtant from the 
Mountain, where thou didſt re- 
ceive that deadly Blow. And 
let not my Soul leſs thirſt after 
them at this diſtance, then if 
T ſtood upon Horeb, whence 
| ſprung this Water; and near the 
bs very Cleft of that Rock, the 
| very Wounds of my Savior 


® Like 24. 32. | Joh. 19. 34 


whence 
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whence © oushed out this Sacred 


Blood. "1! the arſtance of Ti- 
mes and Countries, how great 
fſoever, which x between Adam 
and me, doth not keep his Sin 
or his Punishment any more 
from purſuing and reaching me, 
then if I had bin born in hit 
houſe: and notwithſtanding this 
arſtance we fin and dye after his 
Image, as f we were tmmed:- 
ath rang from his Loines, Se- 
cond Adam, Adam deſcended pow- 
erfully from above, let thy Blood 
reach ns far, and come as freel 
both to ſa2#83:7 2 Fanitify, as the 
Blood of my firſt: Father did both 
to deſtroy and defile me. Bleſſed 
Feſu, who reviveſt by this Sa- 
crament the Memory of thy Sa- 
ertfice, quicken and ſtrengthen 
my faith alſo, diſpoſe my mind, 
prepare my heart, and then _ 
ENS 
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this thine Ordinance. If Tbut 
touch ( zn that manner [ ought 
to do) the Hem of his Gar- 
ment, the Garment of his Paſ- 
fron, virtue will proceed out of 
Him, it Shall be done accord- 
ing to my faith: and my poor 
Soul Shall be made whole, 
Amen. | 


CC —— ah 
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SECTION: III. 


Of the bleſſed Sacrament 4s it ſtands for 4 
Sign of preſent - Graces. 


I. He ſecond Face of the Bleſſed 
Communion looks towards #be 
preſent Graces that attend the right 

uſe of it, firſt as a Figure, whereby God 

repreſents; ſecondly as a moral Infiru- 
ment whereby he is - "ep tO COnvey » 
them unto the Church. Firſt I fay 1t 


marks and ſignifies theſe preſent Graces. 
For being of its own nature a Sacrament, 
that is, a ſig: of an Inviſible Grace, it muſt 
principally ſtand to ſignify , and lead us 
to greater Bleſlings. 


2. It 
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2. It is the ordinary way of God, 
when He either promiſes or beſtowes on 
men any con{iderable Bleſſing, to con- 
firm his word and his Gift with the ad- 
dition of ſome Signs. For this 1 need 
not to alledg other Evidences then the 
Rainbow, the Burnins Bush, Abrahams 
Furnace, Gideons Fleece, the C/oud, the 
Ark, & Cc. which for thole times were 
Sacraments of great Things, God com- 
monly . ſent no -Prophets, without giv- 
ing them as it, were a Sicramental E- 
quipage, which *"coull repreſent in ſome 
degree the Meſſage they had to deliver; 
witneſs the Hairy Martles, the rent 
Garments, the Iron Yoakes, the Hyornes , 
ſome times ſome kinds of /ife or Gefure, 
wherein men might /ee before hand, the 
Charges and ſad Predictions which they 
were to hear ſoon after. Our Savior 
did obſerve this fame method, when 
he laid his hands on Children, when 
he breathed upon his Diſciples, when 
he bad them to anoint the Sick , and 
when he curled the Fig-tree. All men 
by a naturall inſtin+ do ſomwhat like 
this when they ſecond their Expreſſions 
with ſome ſigns and motions of their 
Body, tho they think of no Myſteries. 
SO that you hardly can hear any. man 
being ſomwhat earneſt and {ſerious upon 
apy matter, whether of Requeſt, or =_ 
Pp 4/Nnt, 


hn, 74 
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plaint,Submiſſion,or Excuſes, but you may 
ſee him at the ſame timecither bowing 
the knee, or joining his hands, or unco- 
vering his head, which Acts are, in a . 
manner, civil and natural Sacraments, to 
confirm his expreſſion. 

3. The truth is, ſuch is the diſpoſition 
of moſt men, that how ſtrongly ſoever 
they be ferſwaded of the Truth which 
they hear, yet will they be far bet- 
ter wrought upon towards their own 
per{waſion when they ſee ſume ligns of 
thistruth : And tho a true [ſraclite doubts 
not at all of the preſence of his God, nor 
a faithful Diſcipie of the promiſe given 
him that he $shall receive the Holy Ghoſt, 
when Moſes and Chriſt have once paſled 
their Word for theſe two things: yet 
will their Faith be much ftrengthned, 
when one ſees the Ark and the Cloud, 
which were the- Sacrament of that; and 
when the other receives the Breath, 
which was the Sacrament of this. Now 
the Myſtery of the Croſs, and of the Sal- 
vation that followes it, is of thar high and 
Important nature, as might juſtly oblige 
the Son of God to propoſe them to 
his Church in the moſt ſurable manner 
to work in men a deep impreſſion, 
Therefore as God himlſelfe in order to 
iatisfy Moſes more fully that his People 
Should Not perish, nor ſo much as di- 
minis 
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minish under the Thraldom of A&gypt; 
Shewed - him a Bushþ continuing ſtill 
whole and entire in the mid(t ofa great 
Fire; and in order they might be more 
firmly 64k that tho they were 
in a wilderneſs, they were under Gods 
protection, he made them go all the 
way under a Cloud; that when fſoever 
there should happen any ſtaggering in 
their Belief, both Moſes- and the Peo- 
ple might ſtrengthen jt, Moſes by re- 
membring the Bush, and the people by 
minding the Cloud: to the ſame purpoſe 
hath Chriſt ordained ſome Viſible Signes 
in his Church, to compleat her common 
Faith, and to aſſure this truth to every 
one who comes to him, that he shall be 
clenſed from his ſins, as certainly as it 
is Certain he ſees ſome water which is 
the ordinary means for washing: and 
that he shall be kept up, and fed with 
a ſupply of all neccflary Bleſſings, as 
certainly and really, as it is real and 
certain he taſts and takes in this Bread 
and Wine, which are the ordinary means 
for preſerving our life and ſtrength. 

4+ Beſides, becauſe the Sacraments are 
deſigned not only to perſwade us more 
ſtrongly off the truth: and being of the 
Things, but alſo to acquaint us more 
familiarly and ſenſibly with their Con- 
dition and nature; theſe Sacraments muſt 
have 
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have 1n their zatural conſtitution, ſome 
known Qualities that make them fit. for 
this Sacramenta; office. Such hath the 
Water for example, which was ſo deſer- 
vedly choſen for the uſe of holy Bap- 
tiſm, becauſe of the proper virtue it hath 
of washing the things that are fowl, of 
reviving. and refreching them that are 
dry, and of meK ng\ fruitful the Barren, 
Hereupon S. —_ faies plainly , that 
unleſs the holy Sacraments had ſome 
ſuch -agreemeut with the Holy things, 
Which they are ſet up to repreſent, they 
could nor be Sacraments at all. Epiſt. 23. 
ad Bonif. 

5. So the blefled Communion is made 
of two ſuch Elements, as can forthwith 
expolc to the ſight and fenſeof all men, 
the true ground of its Sacramental and 
ſ1gnificative Function. This function is 
twofold; the firſt to repreſent Chriſts 
Sufferings : and the ſecond to repreſent 
the Blelling and the Benefit which we 
receive frym. theſe Sufferings. The firſt 
I ſay to repreſent Chriſts Sufferings. This 
Bread and Wine could neither ſuſtain 
nor Trefresch me, had not their. intrinſe- 
cal Subſtance loſt its firſt condition and 


'eſtare: that is tf-the one had never fallen 


under the Sickle, the Flaile, the Mil- 
Fone, the Fire; and the other under the 
Hook, the Feet, and the Preſs > 
ang- 
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bandmen: Nur doth the Son of God 
ſave me, but by * emtying himſelfe in 
a manner, for awhile of his firſt glo- 
ry in Heaven: and by loſing thar ſecond 
life which he had raken' in Bethlehem. 
This Bleſſed Savior is not a' Savior by the 
ſtrength of all the Miracles which He 
did about Fudea, nor by any thing that 
He could ſuffer, as long as He would 
keep himſefe alive, when he was made 
faſt to his Croſs. As the beſt Harveſt 
is not yet Bread, as long as it ſtands in 
the Field: nor is the beſt Corn Bread 
likewiſe as long as *tis kept whole in the 
Floor ; both Corn and Harveſt being no 
more then antecedent Matter for mans 
Food. Jeſus living in Gali/ee, Jeſus teach- 
ing abour the Temple, Jeſus command- 
ing Storms and Wares when he did 
walk upon the Sea, if he had proceed- 
ed no further, could not have been the 
Bread of life: it muſt be Jelus ſuffering , 
Jeſus crucified, Jeſus dying : the grinding 
Mill, and the burning Fire have of this 
Corn made me this Bread: and nothing 
leſs then Croſs, Wounds, Death, my 
Lord! my God! could of thy deareſt Son 
make my Savior? _. 

6. I fay ſecondly, this Euchariſtical 
Bread is inſtituted to repreſent the Fruit 
and benefit which we receive both at 
the Holy Table, and upon all other oc- 


* cairwns. Philip-2. 7. Ca{10ns, 
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caſions, from :Chriſts Sufferings, to; wit 
Maintenance and: Improvement of life.  . As 
without Bread and. Wine, 'or' ſomthing 
anſyerable to it z the ſtrongeſt | Bodies 
ſoon decay.: fo without the yirtue of the. 
Body. and Blood of :Chtift; the beſt and: 
holieſt Souls. muſt infallibly ftarve and 
perish. The Bady of./the Lord as it was 
offered up to: God in| (Sacrifice y - is the 
Truth - reprefetited by the Paſſover : and 
as repreſented to. us at the Holy Com- 
munion, ' & the Truth: and Accomplish- 
ment typified by the Maxna. |; The one is, 
as it were the .S:ed-and the Original Prin- 
ciple: whence. we: are born: and the other 
as :the Bread. wherewith we-/jve. T hat js 
to ſay, as Bread and: Wine-do not pro- 
duce, but. keep up that-, animal: Life, 
which anothcr Cauſe hath produced: 
ſo doth our Lord Jeſus by a neceſſary 
and continual ſupply of ſtrength and 
Grace, repreſented by Bread and Wine , 
ſuſtain, improve, ' and ſet forward: that 
Spiritual Life 'and new Being, /Which-He 
hath procured us by his Crols, | 4148 
© 7. For Jefus-the ſecond Adam , | be- 
img ſeiz'd,: as He hung on the Croſs, with 
that deep ſleep which God cauled to 
fall upon [him,-gave' this'new. Being to 
his Church our of that. pde which at his 
Paſſion was opened: and the Blood and 
Water, which then. gushed out of his 

B Wounds, 
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Wounds, are the true Principles of life,” 
by-reafon of which his ſpouſe the Church. 
may be called Zve, thatis true 'and ever- 
lftihg Liver-' Before he had this new ori- 
ginal otit of her Saviors Paſſion, her Huſ- 
bands ſleep, -she'by her old ' Extraction 
was 4 very Daughter of Death, and a 
Mother'of ſuch Children, as could pre- 
rend to«fio better Inheritance, then Curſe 
and Whath, Epheſ.'2. 2. By the: courſe 
of Nature-our Life is buta ſad Progrets 
from Birth to Death: and by the courſe 
of- Gods Juſtice a fadder Mction ,: ſuch: 
as is that: of condemned? Perſons. from: 
Priſon ro' the Place of their Execution. 
But whilſt we” were daily palling on to: 
that moſt dreadful Punishment, the Son: 
of God lookt on us, and took 'our Con- 
demnation upon himſelf, and under 
it dyed in our ſteed. thus by the Death 
and ſatisfaction of this Victim Juſtice 
gave way to my Releaſe : God the Fa- 
ther- forgave my Sin, and God: the Son 
procured my Life. - This: Grace: is the 
firſt Purchace of Chriſts Blood; the firſt 
Irradiation of Gods mercy, and .the 
firſt Breath of ſpiritual Life-in | our .No- 
ſtrils. -- ] 1258 :: 

$8. But 'alas! how ſoon: would this firſt 
life vanisch away, were it not preſently 
followed and ſupported by a: fecond ? 


how ' ſoon / would the remoyal of rhe 
FS former, 


and Sacrifice. 27 


former, be fruſtrated by the. comriſhion 
of other Sins! And fince. Il am no foon- 
er born in ſin. then dead in it, how 
hard. would it be without more help .in 
this corrupted. condition to keep dead 
Lazarus tn Rottenneſs? Therefore: 
the Body and Blood of Chriſt once Sa» 
Crificed on the Croſs, (to help this 
firſt) procures a ſecond Life, that pre- 
ſerves whomſoever it. ſaves. out of this 
{ſtupid death in fin: it helps them out 
of the Puddle, where' they did ly like 
Beaſts without ſenſe of danger, or shame :, 


and it quickens- theſe rotten Trees for, 


the producing of better Fruit, The firſt. 
Life being oppoſite ro Condemnation and, 
Eternal Punishment, belongs properly to; 
the Blood that hath fatisfied divine F#+ 
ffice, and ſo removed Puniſhment : and 
the ſecond which is oppohte to ſtupid 
and ſenſeleſs both falling into fin and ly- 
ing in it, relates properly to--the Wa- 
ter that after Propitiation . and Pardon 
washes and ſanctifics the fipner. --Theſe 
two Lives are the two firſt EMurxes, 
which proceeded out. of Jeſus. Chriſt, 
when his Body: was pierced : and both 
are inſeparable; . as the. Blood and the 
water were, Which flowed together out 
of his ſide. Lernone, who finds him- 
ſelf clean from the filth and ſpots of his 
ſin, be afraid of Punichment for them, 

B 2 1 have 
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F'have found 4 Ranſom for him; Fob. 33. 24- 
for-the water came .not without the 
B/odd. - But let every 'one- that hath a 
rfiind to be- ſafe from Fanifhment which 
13/raketi off by the 'Blood ,. tecek for far- 
thee-Aecurity. inthe purifying of him- 
ſelfe from all the uncleanneis of fin which 
the Witeriis to wash away : for the Blood 
cine hot without 'waner. Chrift came 


not by Blood alone, bat by water and Blood., 


x Joh. 5. 6. 

9. Over-and above rhefe two Lives, 
whereof one confiſts in Pardon and re- 
moval of Punishment; the other in Saz- 
Hifteation, and (entivens us from dead 
works, fo xs not thenceforward to deſerve 
it as. before; there remains beſides a third 
Life, which conliftsin an-abſolute Redem- 
#o»yfrom Death and other miſeries: - This 
Hfe; as to the fire Title: and Right, is 
rogether'-with the: two other purchaſed 
by the fame Sacrifice : but as to the real 
ufe-and poflefhon; it 1s reſerved for us 
in” Heaven, and ithere 'bid with Chrift 


£4 God: Eoloff. 3.3. Until ir be revealed. 


we appear as if we were dead, theſe two. 
Jewels'lping: wy, - and being wrapped about, 
with the dark Veils 'of '/human Mortality, 
all that Chriſt becoming unto us-actual 
Redemtion,as weltas actual Fuyſtice;and actu- 
al Sandification,. this third life ſuceeds to 
break the Cloud- | | 

SO 10, Now 
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109. Now the bleſſed, Savior being. by 

his Sacrifice the Author ang giyer ob thele 

three Lives, shews himſclie,by this Sacza- 

ment to be the preſerver.of th-m allo: 

and*to this purpoſe ſets upa Table by his 

Altar, where he engages molt ſolemnly 

to teed and nourish--vur Souls. with 

the conſtant ſupply of his' Mercies to 

the very day of. eternal .'Salvation ,,. 4s 

reaily as he gives and' we receive thele 

Elementcs of Bread and. Wine, winich. ate 
the uſual means of ſuſtaining mortal 

Bodies until the end of this short Lif!. 

My Father. worketh hitherto aud I work 
with him, Toh. 5. 17. God the father 
reſted indeed upon. the ſeventh day 
from the work of Creating, and: God the 
Son at the fame day from the workof 
Suffering : but neither of them will tet 
till the” day of | Redemtion - from ;the 
work of: preſerving, both what the-Crea- 
tion hath - produced, and what the Pa(- 
fion- hath ſaved. In the firſt; Creation 
there is a Man anda Woman made of 
the Flesh, and as it were ofthe very 
wounds of her Husband: and there you 
find a Tree planted to: maintain-both ther 
life and -ftrength. .In the/. Deliverance 
'of Egypt,” here. is. -a People; ſaved 
'by the Sacrifice: of . the Paſſover: and 
leſt ſo- many reſcued - quy'vf- Egypt.» 


Should - faint and : ſtarye-in..the Deſert, 
| B 3 there 
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there you ſee an Angel leading them 
the way with his Light, kceping them 
cool under the Shadow of his C/oud, and 
feeding them through all their journ- 
ny with a miraculous ſort of Meat. Je- 
ſas is both in the Original and progreſs of 
Salvation the Truth foreshewed by theſe 
Figares When hedyed upon the Croſs, 
there -he fulfilled that which had bin 
$hadowed forth both by the Sleep and 
wound of Adam, and by the killing of 


alchal Lambs: and when he feeds from 


eaven With a continual Effufion of Bleſ- 
ſing thoſe ſouls and lives which he hath 
bin pleaſed to redeem by the eftulion of 
his own Blood, He is the "Truth both of 
rhe Trec and of the' Angel, which were 
appointed, the one to maintain Man, and 
the other to keep Iſrael. 

11, Chriſt relatesro theſe four :Figures 
as rhe Body which fulfils them : and the 
Holy Communion relates to them on 
the other fide, as an eAntitype, that 3s, 
as One lmage may relate 7o'another, all 
ro expreſs the ſame object. Upon the 
breaking the one and powring out the 0- 
ther of theſe' conſecrated: Elements, you 
ſee what Chriſt . hath ſuffered, 'as upon 
the' wound of 'Adam; and the death of 
the Paſſover, Abel, Enoch, and Iirael 
might” partly. ſee, what he: should ſuffer: 
And upon'thethe nourishing nature ; + _ 
| | rea 
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Bread, you fee that which others have 
ſeen in the Tree of life; .and in the An- 
gel raining down Manna, what He 
would give. But this is the advantage of 
the Holy Communion above all the an- 
cient Figures. Adam with his open Side, 
and all Sacrifices with their Blood, did 
forerel only Chrifts Paſſion:' and the 


"Tree of life with all its fruit, and the 


Angel witly all his Food did foretel 0n- 
ly, his preſerving Grace: whereas this 
Sacrament alone” repreſents both | his Pai- 


fron, and' Preſerving, and: beſides thele » 


another -grear” Myſtery, by their mutual 
dependency. What we- take and eat, 
1s made of a Subſtance cut, bruiſed , 
and pur to the fire; that shews my S-- 
viors: Paſſion: and it was uſed in that 


* manner - that it may afford me wholſom 


food; that shewes [the Benefit, which 
both he gives and 1 receive out of this 
dreadful Paſſion.. The Angels enjoy ſuch 


an immortality, and wear ſuch Crowns 
.as colt God nothing, but rhe (pain he 


took to give them: ours are more- pre- 
cious and coſtly then ſo: Our inher+ 
tance in Heaven is not leſs then Aket- 
damah, x Poſleflion bought with Chriſts 
Blood. In this'Sacrament. here: is Neath 
repreſented; there Life; the Life:is mine, 


the Death my Sayiors: and-o bleſſed Je- 
ſus, this my Lite comes out of thy Death, 


B 4 and 
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'and the Salvation which-1 hope for, 'is 
-purchaled with all: the paint and Agonies 

which thou didft ſuffer. - © =! 
12. Here Melchiſedekand Aaron wait 
upon Jeſus Chriſt at his Table, as Moſes 
and. Elizs did on the Mount : theſe two 
ercat Prieſts ſtand to foreshew., what 
Chriſt alone is to prrform. For there js 
Aaron: the Prieſt with Blood, and here 
Melchiſedek - with -Bread. | There 'Aaron 
breaks, sheds and defftrorzs: here.' Mel- 
C Liedck:rfeeds and vleſſes.:: Nays -both are 
oe in-J2ſus| Chriſt. - FirſtChnift appears 
to\ Sacrifice: Cupon the Croſs} as: Aaron 
did at his Altar, with Flesh and Blood : 
and as'in Melchitedeks caſe and figure , 
with 4 own Flesh, :and: 4 own Blogd. 
Then as Aaron did uſe:to enter 'once E- 
very year-into the Santuary, Chriſt once 
for all is aſcended into: Heaves thence 
ro bleſs us. AE. 3.26. / And this bleſhng, 
is the ſtrength, the! Food .and Refresh- 
.ment, which” Melchiſedek brought: ina 
figure; that with the. help of thele goad 
Things both Abrabam and his F ollowers, 
that is all ſincere Chrittians, may cheerful- 
ly go on their way notwithſtanding their 
own weakneſs, andall the dangers of their 
life. Thus here is: adouble Bleſſing. which 
I wait-for ;- both- what: Aaron shewed'by 
his Blabd, and" what Melchiſedek shewed 
by his Broad, ©. - © FE 6-5) 5,240 
; 13. Author 
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13. Author of Ty Salvation, 
and of theſe: Myſteries. which 


expreſs it, . beſtow \on"me theſe 
two" Blbffings ; which" #h3y Sa- 
'framentſhews" rogether, Grave 
for Grare, Mercy, anitl:ftt enpgiv; 
"to" keep. Merry. Hoſauns'0 


Son of David, ſave ani pre- 


[erve. Save me'that'T muy\nor 
fall* nnaer "the band: of the Do- 
ftroyer, ant" preſerve me" that 
"after thi Salvation I never fadl 
by ny ewn hand. But keep \and\fet 
forward "in *me-notwith[tanding 


all mine infirmities 56. Work 


of thy faithtul Mercies. Grant 
"that l " may Por” inctbaſo "iy 
Guilt, by my abuſiris of'\ Y/)pE 
thou gaveſh, My Savor ,"\'my 
'PF2[erver,” givb me niwaics what 
thoe 7Yveft once: Ceabe "anew 
heart within 'nie'2 Vat" bo \ uni 
keep what 'Thox : 6reateſt; "and 
bo B 5 increaſe 
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encreaſe more and more what 


Thou planteſt, O Son of God ' 
and free of - Life, feed with: thy | 
ſap thi tender Branch ,; mhich 
without thee cannot but wither : 

and ſtrengthen in thee a brutſed 
Reed, . which without thee can- * 
wh, but fall. Father of ever- 
| reſleng os ons, forſake not 
 .z#\ the Wilderneſs a feeble If» 
7 aelite, whom. thou haſt brought 
a." little way out of Egypt : 

And let not. this poor Soul of 
mine;, which. thou baft bleſſed 
with {ome -defires , and helped a 
while with ſome tendency ta- 
wards an Eternal Salvation, e= 
ver faint and fall from the T1. be 
way, - The Angel in the Wil- 
dernefs could | undoubtedly rain 
as much Manna , as. the Paſ- 
chal Lambs could shed Blood ; 

Hſu, the Truth both of thoſe 
Lambs 
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Lambs and of that Angel, Thou 
art as able to perfett me with 
thy Bleſſings: out cf thy Throne, 
as thou wert''to rearem me by 
thy Sacrifice on thy Croſs. Jeſu 
Author, hjett and Truth of this 
whith bythine appointment T am 
bidden now to take, perform in 
me by thy jufferings what Thou 
aoft - Ara Eternal Lite, by 
this thy, Body broken grve al- 
/o Nourishment, and. mainte- 
nance thereby to this ſame Life, 
for this i5 the Bread of Heaven. 


Amen, : 


SEC TION 
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"2 Swad SECTION IV, © 


Concerning the Conmniouy'.s, it's pt a 
| -Repreſentatien &n/y, but a Megns +. 

| of Grace- OY 

) YA Ko | 


1. Itherto- we'have\ ebhfidertd* this 
| ' holy $acraments; fir{t\,as # ftand- 
ing . Memorial of that Paſſion, wherein 
Chriſt Jeſus once offered himſelf up to 
God 'as a Sacrifice ind ſecondly as a ſer 
of that nutritive and cprroborative Grace 
('the.. trug Eflux of. that Sacrifice) by 
which fgn he daily offers 'finfelf rb us 
under- the notion of Mear:' Forbi Fleth 
is meat indeed, and tis Blood #3 drink in- 
deed.. Joh- 6..55, And I tngeniouſly con- 
teſs thar the moſt -general- uſe -of the. 
bleſſed Communion runs upon. theſe 
rwo Notions: and that theſe two main 
Reſemblances between the Bread, and 
Chriſts Body, which qualify the conſe- 
crated Bread ( and the conſecrated Wine 
in the ſame manner) to bear the Cha- 
rafter of a Sacrament, do likewiſe ſufh- 
ciently qualify it, to bear another ho- 
nor, which it enjoys, of being called 
the Lords Body. However it is moſt 
certain, that when the Fathers call ir 
ſo, (which Chriſt himſelf taught them 
ro do) they juſtify both His and their 
ſpecch 
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ſpeech upon the account of reſemblance: 
and of this commerce, (molt 'uſual be- 
tween Repreſentations, and objects repre- 
ſented ) of enterchangtng-their own na- 


mes, -read the 23, Epiſt;- of St: ArgiA. 
.ad Bonif. 407 O99 1973 19 


2. So for example, in the Prophetic 


Viſions and Dreams , avhich moſt com- 


monly were 'hothing elk ther: extempg- 


Tary Sacraments of Things then” reveat- 


ed by God, thoſe are moſt conſtant]: 
faid ro be theſe. The 7. Ears of Co 

are 7 years,” by the interpretation 'of Jo- 
ſeph. Ger. -4t, ,26: The / ſeven : Stars 'are 
ſeven "'Anzels, 'in' the Revelation: of * Sr. 
John 1: 30:* The 'Sowrr <3; tHe Son of 
man, The' Taves are the *yicked,” The 
Harveſt is the end” of 'the: World; in the 
Parabtes of Jeſtts Chrift.- M2tth; 413. '27, 
38, 39. if by chance we meet with Pi- 
ctures, that repreſent the Tabernacle, 
or the Ornaments of Aaron; we uſually 
ſay, pointing ar {ome -of 'rheſe "Figures, 
This, is the outward Court, this 1s the 
Sandtuary, here is the brazen Altar, and 
there you ſee the Plate of* pure Gold, 
that none + was allowed to wear, except 
the High Prieſt of Hraet: juſt -as' wa!k- 
ing in the Palaces and Galleries of, great 


Perſons, we fay without thinking to 


ſpeak impropetly, that' we have ſeen 
the 12. Siby/s, the 12+ Cefars, the Tem- 
ple 
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ple of Epheſus, & c. that is, the Repre- 
ſentations of all theſe. Now 'tis certain 
that no Viſors. nor Images have ever 
.bin mare intended, for this end uf Re- 
preſenting, then the true-Sacraments have 
bin; therefore it were moſt unreaſonable 
to think, that theſe ſacred Images should 
want that Priviledg which -all other (al- 
tho caſual and .profane) . are allowed to 
have, wz. to take the name of their Ob- 
jects. Nay, ſince the Pa/chal Lamb, the 
C:rcumciſiox and the Baptiſm have it ( for 
one is called-the Paſsover, the-other the 
Covenant, and, the other ' the Burial of 
Chriſt ) why. should the 'Holy .Commu- 
nion be without -1t?  Belides it, is not 
conceiyable. that,Chriſt, who had yetin 
his bands that Paſchal Bread which was 
called ,by the\ſews the Bread of AfﬀiFion 
which their Fazhers. did eat in Ezipt, be- 
cauſe it was the\Memorial of it, may not 
be underſtood afrer the ſame manner , 
wWaen ..a moment after He calls it his 
Body... | 

.3- Nevertheleſs, altho the literak and 
1ramediat ſenſe of theſe Words, Th#s is 
my Body, comes to no- more; as Tertull:- 
an, .and S. Auguſtin with many more 
have in expreis terms declared itz and 
.as all ancient Licurgies mult needs un- 
derſtand: it, whenloever they call the 
Euchariſt, Type, /mage, Or Figure; for the 
proper 
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proper and immediate. uſe of Images is 
to repreſent Things. If they chance allo 
to have them in themſelves, or,to ,cqn- 
vey them over tq others, it js, upon .anQ- 
ther account., as being veſſels or 'uten- 
files,  & c. which office is extrinfecal. to 
Sacraments; Nevertheleſs I fay the end 
of the blefled Communion, the exigen- 
cy and. pious delire of Communicants, 
and the ſtrength of other Places of Scrip- 
ture require a great deal more in the Ey- . 
chariſt then ameer Memorial or Repreſen- 
F ation. 

4- I. The proper end of the holy Com- 
murion; Which is to make us partakers 
of Chriſt in.another manner and degree, 
when with faith and repentance we take 
and taſt choſe holy Myſteries, then when 
.with the- like. diipoltions we do hear 
the Holy Goſpel. 2. The Exigency, and 
koneſt deſire of Communicants; who ſeek 
no more for a bare Repreſentation or 
Remembrance of Chriſt crucified, at 
this Holy Table, then Mary and other 
deyout women did tor winding Sheets 
or Napkins about his Grave. 1 want 
and ſeek my . Savior himſelf: and 1 
watch for all the opportunities of com- 
ing to his Sacrament, for the fame pur- 
pole, that once made S, Peter andS. lohn 
run fo faſt ro his Sepulcher ; becauſe I 
hope to find him there. 3. Laſtly, pa 
fu 
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Full ſenſe and importance of other Places in 
Scriptere, which allow the Holy Com- 
"munion' a much greater Vertue then is 
'thar of : repreſenting only. The Cup of 
"Bleſſing which wwe bleſs, 13 it mot the Com- 
_munrion 'of the Bilogd of Chrift 7 1: Cor. 
110:16.' For whether the word, which we 
"render Communion, be taken in an 'ative 
: ſenſe, as 'tis 'aften' for Commuttication; the 
holy Euchariſt is a means of communica- 
ting the Blood of Chriſt : ortho we take 
it -but-in a zeuter and intrarſitive (enſe; 
Jet the. holy. Euchariſt will be ſtill a 
"Myſtery, wherein 'one way. or orher true 


"Chriſtians $hall find; riota-Commemora-, 


'tion or Repreſentation only, bur a Com- 
"munion alſo with rhe Blood' ſo repreſen- 
'ted aid 'refmembred. '' 

5. The” real Efficacy which the holy 
Communion hath ro convey Grace aid 
Bleſſing on the true Chriſtian Receiver, 


1s evidently demonſtrated by the oppoſite 


"Efficacy it hath ' ro convey. a Curſe and 


Deſtruction. on! the Profane. -Jhoſdever 
ayes S' Panl, ears of rhis'Bread prworthi. 
"ly, 'eats danmation to hintſplf. Now ctrtain- 
']y this would be as much to think uwor- 
"rhily as to teat wworthtly of this holy Bread, 
to 'think it might be really pernicious 
when ir 1s abuſed, but not really bliſsful 
and ſaving in' its right uſe;, and rhat this 
Bread, which we” eat of, should*be- an 
| effeftual 
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efeFual Communion to procure death , 
but. 'meerly  Sacramental only to. Shew , 
and, not to procure Salvation. / S, Paul 
ſers out [the charaCter- of the unworth 
Communicant, by xoz diſterning the Loras 
Body : and thereby declares him guilty of 
the ery body and Blood of Chriſt. That 
-is.to ſay, that whoſoever offers to.abuſe 
this Sacrament, plunges himſelfe into 

their Crime, who have abuſed:. Chrift 

.hiumſelfe: and that that Villain goeshand 
4n: hand with" Judas, with! Pilate, with 

bottr-Jews and Romans'who murthered 

:-Him, Whar therefore can be thought 

-of thoſe good Souls, who. approch- to 
'this Sacrament with faith, humility., 
and a:trembling Reverence, .but. that 

they will return” home as” much Juſtified 
and: full:os grace after their devour, 'as 
the other shatll fal loaded with: Damna- 

(rion,- after their impious uſage: and that 
God- will: be as merciful 'in” reckoning 

thoſeamong the Righteous ' Mary, iFaſeph, 

\Nicodems, | as He is Juſt agginſt theie:, 
when upon. this account he shuts. up 
their Souls 'with the Sinners that in ve- 
ry deed crucified' him. And God for- 
bid:that rhe. Body" of Chriſt, 'who came 
to. ſaves: not deſtroy, should nor: diffule 


a5 mubh:odf-irs Savor of /ift forthe life 


-and ' Salvation: of | Devout Souls!;/ as it 


doth , of. its Savoy" bf - Death - for'' the 


Death 
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Death of the Impious. 2 Coy. 2. 16. 

6. The manaer of this rea] Commu. 
-nication and. Conveyance, 1s the: great 
unfathomable Myitery, which the Holy 
Fathers have ever admired: and which 
therefure we neither need, nor do take 
upon us to explain. The Shepherds 
think themſelves happy with .the Meſ- 
ſage -brougat to them by an Angel, 
Tris day #s born t0 you @ Savior, Luke 
2: 11: rho they know nothing of the 
way of his moſt- miraculous. Birth: and 
the haneft Ifraelites ought not to receive 
Manna leſs thankiully Cas they do nor 
leſs effectually ) tho they know neither 
of what matter, nor by what meanes the 
Heavens, the Air, or the Clouds can thus 
every —_— shed abour their Tents 
'this ſtrange Mear. I mult not. wonder 
if the waies of the Lord be unknown to 
me in his Miracles, f{ince rhey are fo 
very ofcen- in his moſt ordinary works. 
And if David, tho a Prophet, | cannot 
think upon that natural virtue, which 
makcs Bones and Veins every day out 
of that ſeed, that is. apparently nothing 
like to all theſe parrs of Mans, body, bur 
he cries Qut F ha've been ftravgely and won. 
derfully made! Pl. 139. 13, Who am I 
ro prerend to'a clear underſtanding of 
that hidden, and incompreheniible wiſ- 
dam, wherewith God is/pleaſed ro. make 
| | out 
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the Bleſhogs promiſed by it. And. it is 
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out of Water, or Wine, or Bread C in 
themſelves weak Elements) ſtrong and 
ſupernatural Organs for Mens Souls and 
ſalvation ? | 
7, Itis true indeed, that Bread, Wine, 
and Water can without much ado come 
up ſou high as to become a Sacrament 
ro ſignify ; fince the Act of ſignifying de» 
pends meerly on Inſtitution, Yet this 
Inſtitution, ſuch as may make a Sacra- 
ment, mult needs proceed both froma 
Divine and - almighty Origine.  Di- 
vine | ſay; to-give a Sacred Character: 
and Almighty withal; to juſtify, and 
maintain it. For example, after the 
Flood no man or Angel had authority 
to make of the Rainbow a Myſtery, that 
Should fignity the worlds preſervation 
from Drowning : and if either Men 
.or Angels had taken on them that Lt- 
berty , none of them had the power to 
make it true ; that is, to make it a ſtand- 
ing infallible Evidence that the world 
Shall never perish by water. So in the 
Church neither [Apoſtles nor Bishops 
have any more Right to confer either 
upon the water of Baptiſm, or upon the 
Bread and Wine of the Holy Gommu- 
Nion;, 4 gacramental or repreſentative 
Office,, then they. have power to make 
good their Repreſentation by conferring 


ſpecially 


my 
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__ to this purpoſe, that moſt of the 

xpreſhons and Epiphonemas of the holy 
Doctors are to be underſtogd, when they 
ſtand ſomrimes amazed at the infnit 
Power of God, either in the Inſtitution , 
or the uſe of theſe Myſteries: God a- 
lone being able to raiſe. water, or Blood, 
or any Thing elſe to the Order of Sacra- 
ments. Bur to raiſe them aſtep higher, 
that is ro the Dignity of. ſtanding for true 
Means and Inftruments, which may con- 
vey on us thoſe Graces,. which by their 
proper inftirution- they repreſent ; there 
15 the Finger of God indeed, and there is 
a fitter matter for Mens admiration, then 
Mens knowledg. 

8. Here then I come to Gods Altar 
with a full perſwafion that theſe words 
This is my Body, promiſe me more then 
a figure: rhat this holy -Banquer 1s not a 
Repreſentation made. of outward shews 
(Without ſubſtance: and that it is not ſo 
dangerous a Mittery but that the 'Reli- 
gious uſe of 'it may convey to'me (at 
the leaſt) as many, and as great Blef- 
ſings, as the profane abuſe of it may 
throw .on the Abuſer Plagues and Cur- 
ſes. But how theſe Myſteries become 
1n my behalf rhe ſtpernatural Inſtru- 
"ments of ſuch Bleſſings ;* it 'is enough 
for me to admire. 'One- thing I know 
( as laid the'blind man after he had re- 
| ;| ceived 
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ceived his -ighr, jS. Fob. 9. 25.) He laid 
Clay upon mine Eyes, and behold I ſee. He 
hath bleſſed gnd' given me this Bread, 
and my Soul received Comfort., ,I, ve- 
rily believe that Clay hath. nothing in 
it ſelfe, that could have wrought ſuch a 
Miracle, as Iſrael never  faw. the like: 
And 1 know as much. of this Bread, that 
it is not ſuch a Jewel as may contain 
in its ſubſtance: or -impart from it ſelfe 
to others, Grace, Holineſs, and Salva- 
tion , which is the / juice and the - ſub- 
ſtance of Chrifts Body. Only 1 am, 
perfectly. ſatisfied, that 'tis the. conſtant 
way of God, to.. produce his: greateſt 
Wotks, at the preſence { tho not by the 
virtue) of the moſt uſeleſs Inftruments. 
At the very ſtroke of a Rod, He part- 
ed- once- in two the. red Sea. Art the 
tlowing ſome Trumpets, He tumbled 
down maſly ſtrong walls. At ſome few 
washings in jordan, he cured Naaman 
of a Plague, which naturally, was 1ncu- 
rable: and as ſoon as but a Shadow: 'did 
paſs by, orfome Qyl was dropped down, 
or ſome Cloathes were roucht, preſently 
virtue went out, not of Rods, or Frum-= 
pets, or-shade, or Cloathes, but: of Him- 
leife.  Virtae, ſays he, i gon.out of me: 
and thus he cured the ſick, &c. Since 
then he hath inſtituted and adopted. un- 
to hin.felf the Sacraments of the Goſpel, 
as” 
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as the Repreſentative of his Sacred Body 
and Blood: why may he nor take the 
ſame conrſe for the diſpenſing of his 
Mercies, at the uſe of his Ordinances ? 
and why should not his very Body pour 
out Effuſions of life as well when-we take 
in his Sacraments, as when others did 
touch his Clothes, which ſurely had leſs 
Priviledg ? 

9. Under the Law, the Right hand 
of the Lord had the preeminence, the 
Right hand of the Lord brought theſe 
mighty Things to paſs, either when the 
red Sea opened a way for Iſrael. or when 
the Rock of Horeb powred Rivers to 
refresh them. Now -under the Goſpel , 
It is Chriſt himſelf with his Body and 


Blood once offered to God upon the 


Croſs, and ever ſince ſtanding before 
him in Heaven as the Lamb ſlain. Rev. 
5. 6. who fills his Church continually 
with the Propitiations and Perfumes of 
his Sacrifice, when after the receiving 
of the holy Sacrament, faithful Com- 
municants return home richer then they 
came, with the firſt fruits of Salvation. 
For Baptiſmal Water, and Conſecrated 
Bread and- Wine, can contribute no more 
to it, theg the Rod of Moſes, or the 
Oyl of the Apoſtles did, which was no 
more then their Motion and their Pre- 


ſence. But yet ſince theſe ſimple Moti- 
ONs 
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ons and inconſiderable. Preſences are fo 
cloſely attended: by - Chrifts inſtitution 
and working, that . he is-pleaſed ro attri- 
bute'to them the -Blefling wrought our 
by himſelf, -1 Pez, 3:21. O ny God 
whenſoever thou wilt bid me, go and waſh 
in Fordan;' or be baptiſed and: waſh away 
my ſfmms,'Þ will doubt' no / more to be 
made clean either of my Leproſy, or. of 
my Sins; then if I had bin bathed in thy 
Blood : And whenfſoever thou wilt be 
pleaſed to ſay unto me, go, take and 
eat this: Bread, which I have blefſed, and 
which now I havegiven thee, 1 will doubt 
no more of being fed'with the true Bread 
of Life, . then if 1 were eating thy 'very 
Flesh. | 

10. In this manner faithful Commu- 
nicants cat as effectually- of the Body of 
jeſus Chriſt by receiving its ſtrength 
and virtue, as the Saints eat of the Tree 
of life. Rev. 22. 2, becauſe they ear the 
Fruit of that Tree: or Iſrael did drink 
of the Rock, 1 Cor. 10. 4. becauſe they 
did drink. of the Stream that 'flowed 
from it- Once. my . Savior could fay , 
that ſome Body had touched him, tho 
they had- touched but his Clothes, be- 
cauſe a woman had reached both her 
Faith and her Hand ſo near as to be 
healed by the Divine warmth and vir- 
tue that proceeded then out ot him, ” 
1 
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if she had touched his very Flesh! | The: 


truth; is, 'we really touch; have or enjoy 


the thing - it. ſelfe,, when we are -within-: 


that diſtance, - where (we: may,(Enjoy+ its 
virtue. : So.the Church was dethed'abirh 


the fur. Rev: 3.1. becauſe i3hee':had/ 
all-about Har. its: Brightneſs :: and:.by the. 
Holy: Baptiſm - we are: faid: to. put on: 


Chritt;  Galat.: 3: 27+ becauſe: we then 
receive the Robes of his* Righteoufheſs, 
and that which- was typified by that 
Garment' which God made of skins 


(which implies.the deattrof Victims ) to: 


cover Adaths:\Nakednefs. Kt 9d 

/;-Þ1. Fhis'Vidtim!: having: bin. offered: 
upSoth /in-the/Fulne of rimes, .and' in 
the midſt of the habitable World, which 
properly” is 'Chriſts great: Temple, -and 
thence being - carried .up to: Heaven ; 
which: 1s his proper Sanduary , thence 
he ſpreads all- about us Salvation, as the 
Burnt offering did its -\moke: as the 
Golden Akar did its Perfumes : and as 
the burning Candleſtic'its Lights. - And 
thus. Chriſts Body and Blood have every 
where, 'but efpecially at the Holy Com- 
munion a moſt- true and real Preſence, 
When he offered- himſe}fe upon Earth, 
the Vapor of his Atonement: went up, 
and: darkned the: very Sun: and: by rent- 
ing the great Veil, it cleerly' shewed 
he had madea way into Heayen. 5 ow 
. nce 
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ſince He is gon up-to Heaven, thence 
he ſends down on Earth the Graces that 
ſpring continually both from his ever- 
laſting Sacrifice, and from the continual 
Interceſlions which atrend it. So that 
it is in vain to fay , who will go up inte 
Heaven? ſince without either aſcending 
or deſcending, this Sacred Body of Jeſus 
fills with Aronement and Bleſling ' the re- 
moteſt Parts of this Temple. 

12, Ot theſe Bleſſings, Chriſt from 
above is pleaſed to diſpenſe ſomtimes 
more, ſomtimes : leſs, into theſe Inferior 
Courts of the People, either according to 
the ſeveral degrees of their Faith, or ac- 
cording to the ſevera! waies and times, 
which He hath appointed to them, for 
preſenting themſelves nearer to Him. 
All worshippers do not come to him 
with the ſame Faith: nor have all ſea- 
ſons and waies, ( tho approved and ap- 
nn by Him) the ſame or equal 

riviledg: And his Ordinances in the 
Church, as well as his Stars in Heaven, 
differ in Glory one from another. Fa#t-" 
ing, Prayer, Hearing of the Word, pub- 
lic and private Services,. and all like ho- 
ly Duties , are all wr Veſſels to 
raw water from this Well of Salvation: 
but yet they are not all equal. The 
bleſſed Communion muſt exceed as rauch 
in Bleflings, when well uſed, as it ex- 
,* ceeds 
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ceeds in danger of 2 Curſe, when it is 
not- Tr all places, ſaies God, where I re- 
cord my name, there will T come to thee, 
and bleſs thee. Exod. 20.24. But in thoſe 
Places and Ordinances,. which He hath 
in an eſpecial manner ſer out. to record 
his Paſſion, and to renew the Sacrifice 
of his Body; he will certainly come 
with ſuch a fulneſs of Bleſſings, as at- 
tend this Sacred Body, which is the pro- 
per Seat of Bleſſings: the Bread which 
we do break, being the Communion of 
his Body: juſt as the eating of the Ur- 
leavened Loaves were ( outof :Jeruſalem ) 
the communion to the Paſsover, which 
was the type of Chriſt Crucified. Chriſt 
our Paſſover, ſaies the Apoſtle, is Sacri- 
ficed for us: therefore let us keep the Feaft, 
&c. 1 Cor. 5. 7,8. 

12. Our life trmgeneral is the time of 
this Feſtival :- and the Bleſſed Commu- 
nion, is the Bread and Wine of the Ban- 
guet. Therefore as they of lirael, who 
for ſome lawful impediment could not 
eat the Lamb in Jeruſalem, nor durſt , 
becauſe of the Law, ſacrifice and eat it 
at home; had nevertheleſs the Benefit 
both of the Paſsover and other Holy 
Things of the Temple, by virtue of pri- 
vat Feaſtings, which they were allowed 
to keep with unleavened Bread and bitter 


Herbs in the Country, Our Rockarift 
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cal eating ſupplies now this very Office: 
and derives on worthy Communicants, 
as far as their Salvation is concerned, 
the virtue of Chriſts Sacrifice, in as large 
and ſaving a manner as if they were pre- 
ſent at His Altar, and at the hour of. His 
Paſſion. The Lord bleſs thee out of his holy 
Seat. For then it was the kindneſs of the 
Lord towards his firſt People. ( as certain- 
ly He hath no leſs mercy for the ſecond ) 
virtually to diffuſe the Propitiation and 
ſtrength of Holy Things from his Pa- 
lace, into their Tents; and to bleſs them 
both inherently with all the Graces, and 
imputatively with all the Right, which 
could be conferred on them whoſe fault 
'tis not, if they cannnot either eat the Paſ- 
ſover neare the Temple, or wait upon 
Chriſt at his Croſs. | 
13. Thus this great and Holy Myſte- 
ry extends and communicates the Death 
of the Lord, both as offering himſelf to 
God, and as giving himſelf to Men. As he 
offered himſelf ro God, it enters me 
both into that myſterial Body, which is 
reputed as dead with © Chriſt; and. into 
their Society, Priviledg and Communi- 
on, for whom He was pleaſed to dye: 
it ſets me among - the precious ſtones 
of Aarons Ephod, Exed:28. 'cloſe tq'the 
Breaſt, and on the very shoulders of that 
Eternal Prieſt, whilſt he offers up Mim- 
C 2 ſelf 
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ſelf and intercedes for his ſpiritual Iſra- 
el: and by this means ir conveyes to 
me the Communion of his Sufferings Phi- 
Hip. 3. 10. whence will infallibly pro- 
ceed another Communion in all his Gza- 
ccs and Glories. Under the ſecond no- 
tion, as fe offers himſclf to Men; the ho- 
ly Eucharift is, after the Sacrifice for 
lin, the true Feſtival and Sacrifice of 
Peace offerings, and the 7#ble purpoſely 
{er up to receive thoſe Mercies, that are 
fent down from the Altar, Take, and 
eat, this 1s my Body which was broken for 
ou. And this is the Blood that was ſhed 
for you. | 

14. Here then IT wait at the Lords 
Table, that both fews me whar an 
Apoſtle, who had Heaven for his School, 
had the greateſt mir.d to ſee and learn; 
and offers me the richeſt Gifr, that a 
Saint 'can' receive on Earth, the Lord 
Feſus crucified, 


Amen, Jeſu, ny Lord and my 
God, give me all this which 
Thou unif: and grant with- 
al that I may both devoutly 
take;ia'd farthfully keep , what 
Thou art pleaſed to ove. | pri. 
+ E115 
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this thine own Ordinance; and 
make tt of a true Sign, an effe- 
Etual Means of thy Grace: 
then bleſs and ſanitify my Heart 
alſo, and make it a fit Temple 
for thy Merces. Certainly Thou 
wilt deal with me in theſe thy 
Myſteries, 0 God of "Truth, ac- 
cording to thy tairhtulneſs; but 
diſpoſe alſo my heart /o towards 
the right uſing of them, that 
I may ſafely wiſh it may be 
aon according to my Faith. 0 
Father which art in Heaven , 
here 1 offer up to thee my Soul, 
and thou offereſt to me thy Son. 
The Oblatior which I make, 5 
alas an unclean habitation to 
recerve the Holy One of H/ra- 
el: and a Tent infeited with 
Leproſy, therein to Loag the 
Saint of the Lord. _ Come in 
nevertheleſs, come in high and k- 

Az3 ternal 
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ternal Prieſt, but waſh thy 
houſe at thy coming. Let no 
zl {avor of the grave, No more 
then that of Lazarus, keep 
thee ſo far from the Sepulcher, 
and from the vile condition 
wherein I ly, but that thy pow- 
er with thy Voice, and thy Blood 
with thy Sacrament, may reach 
to me to raiſe me up: And let 
none of thoſe uncleanneſſes, that 
after the' Law of Moſes, aid 
. defile them: who came too near, 
eep off the great Saint of the 
Z2, | fo [ade TAE 
Ing me. | Evil Spirits enter 
fomtimes into ſwept houſes , to 
make them foul *, But O He- 
ly .and hallowing Spirit of God 
draw nigh to my Soul, which 
of ut ſelf” i5 faul already, to 


make it clean. I am @ poor 


ſinful, 


* Matth. 12. 
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finful, and unleſs thou help, a loſt 
perſon, but yet ſuch as I am, finful 
and loſt, I wait for thy Salva- 
tion. Comein, 0 Lord, with thy 
Salvation to a dying Man, to 
make him whole; to a ſinner tyed 


hand and foot with the bonds of in- 


equity, to releaſe im: to one who 


confeſſes his ſins, to abſolve him. 
Finally come in my Savor, as thou 
adſt to the Publican, both to make 
me better and to ſave me, Olet 


this day Salvation come to this © 
Houſe, Amen 
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SECTION V, 


Of the Bleſſed Communion as being a Fledg 
of the Happineſs and Glory 


F0 COMME. 


nT He blefled Communion” opens 
ſuch a treaſure of Bleſſings on the 
two ſides which look towards the 
paſt or preſent Time, ( as I' have con- 
fidered 1t ) as it may. very well take: up 
both all .the eyes of Cherubins in be- 
holding the Myſteries, and all the hands 
of the numerous [Iſraelites in gathering 
up all the Manna, that it contains: yer 
it hath one ather {de or proſpect more, 
which goes beyond the. two former,, as 
muctr as the future Bleſfings exceed the 
preſent, and as the Glary ». which” we 
hope for, exceeds the ſmall degree of 
grace, which we poſſeſs. The bleſſed 
Communion which is a ſpeciall Inſtru- 
ment ordained of Chriſt, both to preſent 
anew (as to our uſe) his Paſſion, and 
to convey on usthe preſent Graces which 
flow out of this Paſhon, doth there with» 
al aflure us likewiſe of all the Happineſs 
to come, whereof the received Graces 
are a hopeful Earzeſt, and this Sacra- 
ment under this third notion, 1s a Cer» 

tain Pleag. 
2. Now, tha what is given before 
hand 
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hand for Earneſt, and what: is engaged 
by way of Pledg, come all to one, in 
Point of Validity and obligingneſs: yer 
they quite differ many times both- in 
their uſe and in their intrinſecal value. 
Whence it comes to pals, that Earneſts 
may be allowed upon accownt tor part of 
the Payment which is promiſed; whereas 
Pledges are recalled, and taken! back ; -as 
the Seal and Staff of Juda once were. 
Gen, 38. Thus for example, Zeal, 
Charity, and theſe degrees of Holineſs, 
which God beſtowes at the ule of holy 
Sacraments, will remain 41t;ll ours in 
Heaven, and there make part of our Hap- 
pineſs; whereas the Sacraments - #hem- 
{elves shall be kept back, -and, «hall- not 
appear more in aven' then .:did the 
Cloudy Pillar in Canaan, or -doaowrnthe 
shadows of the Law under the time of che 
Goſpel. Certainly we $shall hayeno'i need, 
either of theſe ſacred Images of Chrilt, 
when we shall ſee him face to face, or 
of theſe Pledges to allure -us of. thas 
Glory, which is-to be revealed, when 
we $hall actually poſſeſs it, But till that 
day, the holy Communion hath this 
third uſe, namely of being a Pledg. and 
an allurance from the Lord, that in his 
yood time he will crown us with Ever- 
laſting Happineſs. | 

2. Our bleſſed Savior pointed at it, 
C5 when 
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when he ſaid to his Diſciple, the Holy 
Cup being in his hand, that he would 
drink no more of that Fruit, till he 
Should drink it new in the Kingdom of 
his Father. Lk. 22. 18. In the reall 
purpole of God, his Church and Heaven 
go both together: That being the way 
that leads to this, as the Holy Place 
to the Holyeſt: and both Holy Place, 
and Holyeft come to this one Thing, 
which Chriſt calls the Kingdom of God. 
Let them not, whom He hath invited to 
eat and drink at Abrahams Tab/e, trouble 
themſelves about the Room where our 
bleed Savior will feed them; for tho 
it were but in this inferior part of the 
kingdom, where this Patriarck was fait4- 
full, it is a ſufficient aſſurance, thar in 
time He will alſo make them fit in that 
other Palace, where this holy Man is 
now happy: and whoſoever are admitted 
to the Dirner of the Lamb ſlain, Matth. 
22- 4. unleſs they be wanting to them- 
telves, muſt not-doubt of being admir- 
ted to that wedding. Swpper of the ſame 
Lamb, who once was dead, but now is 
Living for ever. Luk. 14. 16. Revel. 
19. 9. ; 

4. The conſequence and connexion 
that theſe. two Feſtivals have one with 
the other,- was moſt ſweetly alluded to 
by our Savior, when he asked the —_— 
who 
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who talked of fitting at his Right hand 
in his Glory, ' whether they could paſs 
to/ it through- the ſame Bapriſm and the 
ſame Cup: Mark. 10. 37> 31- And S. 
Paul meant as much, When he ſaid 
that by the holy Euchariſt we ſer forth 
the Lords dearh: til he come, 1. Cor. 1r. 
26. Both referring and continuing this 
holy Myſtery tothe ſecond Coming of 
Chriſt; not only as to the End, where 
it muſt ceaſe, but chiefly to the Scope, 
that it looks to; and to that happineſs 
at his coming, where it muſt be full. 
filled. And truly, fince our Savior ſcarce 
ever ſpeaks of his-own death, bur as a 
forerunner and Preparative to his Reſur- 
rection : and often joines in one Clauſe, 
and delivers as it were with one breath, 
buth his Crucifiction and his Glory, 
Mark. 10. 34. it is very fit, onleſs we 
put aſunder theſe two Things, which 
Chriſt commonly did pur togerher, thac 
the Sacrawent which he inftirured pur- 
poſely to repreſent the one, which. is al- 
ready accomplished;* should ar rhe” leaft 
caſt an Eye towards the other which we 
look for. . 1.100 
5. Nay, ir , muſt look and lead thar 
way upon anorher and much ſtronger ne-. 
ceſfiry. Our Savior hath: given us; three 
kinds of life by hts Paton, and He pro- 
miſes to nourizh and maintain us tn every 

| once 
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one of them, by theſe tokens of Bread 
and Wine, which he hath made, his - Sa- 
crament. This . Sacrament affords help 
and improvement for two as "tis ſaid be- 
fore, but. there is a third more, that .we 
are not yet come to: This is that eter- 
nal Life, for which this preſent world is 
roo vile an Element, and. we our ſelves 
as yet too vile vellells. .Till we acquire 
by Grace and pious Endeavors a greater 
Perfection; and till we grow to that ſta- 
ture as may fit us to bear up that weight 
of Eternal Glory: we are neither of age 
to enjoy our Inheritance, nor of ability 
ro manage well thar great Eſtate, and 
wear thoſe noble Ornaments that attend 
it : and therefore it lyes hidden from us 
with Chriſt in God, andas it were under 
his Cuſtody. I Kreow whom [have behevs 
ed, and I am perſwaded he is able to keep that 
which. I have committed unto him againſt 
that Day. 2. Tim. 1. 12. that is» by 
Faith we depoſit this great Treaſure in 
the hands of God to keep: and. God by 
this Sacrament aſſures us and engages 
himſelf, that he will both keep it ſafe for 
us, and reſtore it to us whenſoever we are 
&t for: it. | $ | 

_ 6. This third uſe is the Crown and 
the Accomplishment.of the two other: 
And tho Sacrament hath. three Fa- 
ces, and looks tree feveral waies, the 
2 
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Paſt, the preſent, and the future; yer 
as to the main end, theſe three aim at 
one and the ſame Glory, The. firſt uſe 
of this Sacrament is to (et out as new and 
fresh the great and holy Sufferings, which 
have purchaſed-our: Title to Everlaſting 
Happineſs: the ſecond is both to repre- 
ſent the quality, and to afford us the help 
of all neceſſary Graces (true Effluxes of 
theſe Sufferings) to capacitate us towards 
it: and the third isto affure us that when 
we are capacitated by theſe Graces, God 
and his Chriſt will faithfully ſurrender 
to us the Purchace it (elf, that is, eternal 
Happineſs, And theſe three Parts put to- 
gether make up the proper and true ſenſe 
of theſe words, Take and eat, this is my 
Body : for the conſecrated - Bread is not 
ſaid to be the Lords Body only becauſc 
it repreſents the Lords. Body , but be- 
cauſe allo, as to our preſentuſe on Earth, 
it doth as good as exhibir it: and as to 
our Happineſs in Heaven bought with 
che price of this Body, it is the moſt 
folemn Inftrument to aſſure our Title 
tO It. 

7. Thus the conſecrated Elements are 
no, more the Body and Blood of Chriſt, 
in that ſenſe. that Pictures and Maps 
fet about Rooms, are commonly called 
Kings and Countries, only becaule they re- 
prelent them : but as Patents alſo yup 

ed 
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ed by Kings, or other Deeds and: Evi- 


dences left in our 'houſes by our An- 
ceſtors, are called Lands , Eftates, and 
Manors, becauſe they convey over to 
us moſt really both the Title and Poſ- 
ſeſſion of all the goods which they men- 
tion. Reprefent to your mind Jacob di- 
_— among his Children every Par- 
cel of his Eſtate, and withal ſurrendring 
the Titles that belong to each Diviſion ; 
take thou this, Joſeph, this is the Fre/, 
which my Grand Father Abraham bought 
of Hephron, and you Manaſeh, come 
you hirher, this is the Land, which I got 
from the Amorite. It is moſt certain 
that the ſurrendring of tuch Inſtruments, 
Caltho in themſelves but Papers, ar Parch- 
ments is in very deed nothing leſs then 
giving away the very Lands: and deeds 
and Lands may very well go together 
under one Name, {ince.by giving whe- 
ther Deeds or Lands, whether Patents , 
or Priviledges, Fathers and other Bene- 
factors do both intend and effe&t the 
fame Thing- If it happen ſomtires 
among men that Right and Poſſeſſion 
take not one way : that our beſt Titles 
are laid alidez and that we cannot en- 
joy thoſe Efſtares, whereof either our 
Kings, or Fathers have left us moſt 
Clear Evidences ; this falls our'ſo'by un- 
bappy Rencounters of either weakneſs, 
or 
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or injuſtice, or ignorance, which are 
not to be found in Chriſt.” Here then 
Chriſt our bleſled Savior being deſirous 
before his death, as by a Deed of his 
lat will, to ſettle upon his true Diſciples 
both ſuch a meaſure of his Grace in this 
life, as might in part make them Holy, 
and after this life ſuch a fullneſs of all 
Bleſſings, as might make them eternally 
happy; He delivers into their -hands,. dy 
way of Inftrument and Conveyance, the 
blefled Sacrament of his Body and Blood 
(the true Root and ſtem of all Bleſſings ) 
in the ſame manner, as to his Intention; 
but ina ſurer way, as to the Event and ef- 
fect, as Kings uſeto beſtow _— by 
the beſtowing of a ſtaff or ſword, and Fa- 
thers paſs as much as they pleaſe of their 
Eſtates on their Children, by giving them 
ſome few writings. | 

8. The true reaſon of all this, 1s be- 
cauſe the Giver is not able to transfer 
into his Friends hands Houſes and Lands, 
becauſe they are of an immoveable Na- 
ture : and therefore this muſt be ſupply- 
ed by tubſtituting in ſtead of Lands, 
ſome Ceremonies, forms, or tokens , 
wahich may viſibly paſs from - hand ro 
hand : and shew to all ends and purpo- + 
ſes both the Intention, - that the one 
hath to paſs away, and the - power, 
which the other hath to take and enjoy 
what 
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what is given him. Now Chriſt and 
his Eftate, his Happineſs and his Glory, 
his Eternity and his Heaven, are not 
Things that may be moved more eaſily, 
then che \Mountains or the Earth: and 
therefore not to be- diſpoſed of in any 
other rea] manner, *then great 1mmo- 
veable- Eſtates are. Therefore the King- 
dom : of Iirael was once conferred upon 
David, with ſome drops of that Sacred 
Oil, which Samuel poured on his head. 
I Sam. 16. 13- The Body and Blood of 
Jeſus Chriſt isin ful/ valve, and Heaven 
With all its fulneſs is in ſare Title inſta- 
ted on true Chriftians by thoſe ſmall por- 
tions which they receive at the Bleſſed 
Communion: the Miniſter of Chriſt 
having, as to this effect, as much power 
from his Maſter for what he acts, as any 
Prophet or any Angel ever had for what 
they did. 

9. Hence it appcars, wiat crime it 
2, not ro diſcern the Lords Body, It is 
to do worſe then Eſau did, who fold 
his Birthright for a trifle: it is to yalue 
at the ſame rate the Anointing of a Pro- 
phet, and the compoſition of a Perfu- 
wer: it isto take the Lords Body for a 
deſpicable Morſel of Bread. In a word, 
'tis to perform the action of a Beaſt, 
that devours bur the groſs and earthy 
Matter of this Sacrament, and have 
nothing, 


their nature, but in what they ſegrify 


infallibly, that when the Sacraments 'are 


the Apoſtle ſpeairs moſt exactly, when 
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nothing ofa Chriſtian or rational crea- 
ture, who elevates his Soul to that Bo- 
dy, which by Chriſts inſtitution it re- 
preſents, and to the Price of that Body, 
which it promiſes. For f(ince the pro. 
per eſſence of Sacred Signs or SaCra- 
ments conſiſts not *in what they are in 


by divine inſtitution ; hence it happens 


abuſed, the injury muſt needs light, not 
upon them in their own natural Being, 
Bread, Wine, and Water, which upon 
this account are not at all conſiderable; 
but upon the Holy Myſteries, the Body 
and Blood of Chriſt himſelf, who-1s rhe 
main, object of their formal Being, that 
is, their Significarion. And therefore 


he faies, that whoſoever eats of this 
Bread unworthily, doth not diſcern, or doth 
not ſanCctify, but uſes as a common and 
profane thing, the very Body of Jeſus 
Chriſt. 

II. In this profane want of Diſcern- 
ing, 'tis hard to ſay whether the Sin, or 
the Punishment be the greater. For the 
ſin is abominable, ſince not the Bread, 
but Chriſt himſelf ſuffers the wrong : the 
Bread being not here concerned at all, 
nor more abuſed by the Villain that abu- 
ſes the Sacrament, then is the Earth, the 

* water 
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water or any other common matter. of 
human Bodies the\ Murtherer, thar 
kills a Man: gf then are\ Braſs and Mar- 
ble by the Rebels, who pull down their 
Princes S/4tes , or then 
per, and Ink, by that u 
who tears and tramples upon the Deeds, 
and the laſt will of his Father, Oal 
there is this difference, that in theſe 1 
Inſtances the Outrage proceeds but from 
the Earth, the Braſs, the marble, the 
Paper, and other ſuch common Matter, 
to the Man, King, or Fathers perſons, 
who $hould have bin conſidered, and 
who alone ſuffer rhe wrong ; whereas in 
abuſing the blefled Sacraments the fin flys 
a great deal higher, namely to the very 
Face, of Jeſus Chriſt, for whoſe Body 
and Blood they ſtand. So that as the 
Holy Communion is not expoſed in the 
Church under the notion of Bread and 
Wine: the fairhful Communicants do ap- 
rear there to receive Chriſt, and the faith» 
le to abuſe Him. 

It. But if his Attemt is impious, the 
- Punishment that attends it, is mot dread- 
ful. It is a very fad miiſchance when 
Dogs or Apes tear, like loſe paper, all to 
fitters the Titles and aſſurances of a good 
Eſtate; and who would not pirty that 
wretch, who in his mad Paſſion had 
thrown ' into the ſea, the very Keyes, 
which 
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which were given him, to Juſtify the 
Propriety of vaſt Treaſures intuch Hou- 
ſes as theſe Keyes might open. Blind 
Villains, you cannot diſcern, either among 
theſe Papers, the Original Deeds of your 
Eſtate: or among all theſe Inſtruments 
the keyes, that might both affure and 
ive you admittance to immenſe Riches, 
henſoever you eat of this Bread, and 
drink of this Cup thus unworthily 3 «x- 
happy men, you do nor diſcern the Pled- 
ges of your Salvation: nay molt Impious 
as you are, you neither diſcern nor will 
honor the Body and Blood of your Sa- 
vior, Which would bring ſalvation ro you. 
Ar once both impious and unhappy men, 
you deſpiſe and caſt away from you, both 
the Salvation and the Savior! 


12. Lord Jeſu) who haſt 
ordained this Myſtery for a 
Communion of thy Body : for 
a Means 'of advancement and 
proficiency in Holineſs: and far 
an infallible Pledg of Eternal 
Salvation, which thou haſt pur- 
chaſed by thy Body, and which 
thou prepareſs thy People te 

rTeceiVve 
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receive by this Proficiency in 
FTolinefi; now Lord in mercy 
look on me, help my unbelief, 
zncreaſe my Faith, and order 
the Soul of thy Servant, who 
i to take theſe Holy Things. 
Then ſince thou thy ſelf origi- 
nally gzveſt them, ( tho not im- 


mediatly, but by the miniſtry of 


thy Diſciples, * ) in giving 


them bleſs them alſo: and bleſs. 


them whilſt I receive them : 
that they may be efficacious to 
ſettle me in the Communion of 
#/y Sufferings which they exhi- 
bit and ſhew forth : . to feed 
me with that living Bread, 
which they preſent: and to 
Sanitify me for that eternal 
Happeneſi, which th:y promiſe. 
0 Lord thou knoweſt my ſim- 
plenefs, my Groaning # not hid 


from 
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at thy Table, as thou didſt on 
him who hung by thy Croſs, 0 
Lord my Gotl, remember me now, 
when thou art come into thy 
Kingdome *, Amen. 


13. Eternal Prieſt, who art 
on up on ngh, there to recetve 
Gifts for men ; fill my Heart 
IT beſeech thee with bleſſmps out 
of thy holy Seat, as now thou fil- 
left my mouth with the Holy 
Things of thy Church: and ſo 
diſpoſe me by thy Grace to eat 
both ſpiritually and really the 
Fleſh of that Sacrifice, which thou 
aidſt offer without the Gate and 
which this Sacrament ſets before 
me here in thy Courts,that thence I. 
may be admitted into that Holy- 


* Luke 23. 42. 


eft 
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eſt ſanfuary, which thy Sacri- 
fice hath opened, and which this 
Sacrament invites me to, This 
z5 the Bread which the Lord hath 
prepared for his Children, and 
which he ſends me now by the hand 


of one of his Angels, O that in © 


the ſirength of this meat, I may 
walk as Elijah did,my forty dates, 
or as Iſrael, my forty years, and 
come at laſt to that Holy Moun- 
tain, where without the help of a- 
ny Bread, or the Miniſtry of any 
Angels, I jhall ſee my God face to 
face. LY and bleſſed, and 
bleſſing Spirit of God, ns me now 
and help me to arink ſo worthily 
of this fruit of the Vine, that I 
may pong new inthe Kingdom 
of my Father, Amen, 


SECTION 
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SECTION VI. 


Of the Holy Euchariſt, as it implies a Satri- 
fice. And firſt of the Comme- 
morative Sacrifice. 


1.F T isa certain truth that there never 

was on Earth a true Religion with= 
out ſome kind of Sacrifices: and 'tis a 
very great lye to ſay that now the Chri- 
'ſtians should want them. The Jews and 
the Pagans, who firſt aſperſed the Church 
of Chriſt with this lander, did it upon 
ſuch a reaſon ' as became: them, be- 
cauſe they ſaw neither Altars ſet up, nor 
Beaſts flain and burnt among them. 
Thus the Pagans -accuſed the Jews of 
adoring nothing but Clouds, becauſe 
they had no Gods of Stone, or Silver 
in their Synagogues: and thus filly men 
may think now, that the world is delti- 
ture of Angels, becauſe they do not ap- 
pear ſo often as they did in ancient 
times, in the shape and forms of Men, 
The truth is, as what appeared like a Bo- 
dy, was not an Angel; nor what was 
Stone, or Silver could be a God: nei- 
ther the- ſlaughter of poor beaſts could 
ever be true Sacrifice. Thou delighteſt not 
in Oblations, the Sacrifice of God is a broken 
Spirit, Many among the Jews much 
leſs quick ſighted then the Prophets were, 
conteſled 


72 © The Chriſtian Sacrament 


confeſſed as much: nor certainly could 
any reaſon permit them to imagine; that 
Fleſh and Blood, which in all their Scrip. 
tures paſſes both for the weakeſt and the 
vileſt of Things, could be the beſt and 
the ſoundeſt part of Sacrifices. 

'2. Of all the Carnat Sacrifices, which 
the Jews do reduce to fix kinds ( beſides 
- many . mote Oblations) none ever had 
any ſaving reality, as to the walking a- 
way of ſins but 1n dependance on Tek 
Chriſt our Lord: and as to our ſervice 
and duty rowards God, which they were 
alſo to repreſent, none had this tecond 
end ſo fully performed under the Law , 
as it muſt be under the Goſpel. The 
bleſſed Communion alone, when whole, 
and not mutilated, concenters and brings 
together theſe two. great Ends ( full Ex- 
piation of ſins, and acceptable Duty to 
*God) towards which all the old Sa- 
crifices never lookt, but as either fimplie 
Engagements, or weak shadows. As 
for the firſt, which is Expiation of fins ; 
'ris moſt certain that the Sacrifice of Je- 
ſus Chriſt alone hath bin ſufficient for 
it: and that if all both then and Angels 
were joined to it, it were not to add 
to , but to receive from its fulneſs. It 
is moſt certain alſo, that this great Sa- 
crifice being both of an infinit virtue 
to fatisfy the moſt ſeyere Juſtice, and of 
an 
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an infinit virtue to produce at once all 
the Effects, that can be expected of. it; 
it were implety to think, it should need 
to. be don again, as weak'and' infirm 
Cauſes muſt, in order to make' up b 

degrees and at ſeveral times their full 
E This was perhaps -the want of 
Faith, which the holy Scripture faxes in 
Moſes. Num. 20, 12. ( which'it is hard- 
to find in any thing els to ſtrike a te. 
cond time, and without order, that myſte- 
rious Rock, which to ſtrike once had 
bin enough : for this ſecond blow could 
proceed bur of a faithleſs miſtruſt that the 
firſt, which alone was commanded , 
could not fuffice. But ir were a'much 
greater offence both againſt the Blood 
of Chriſt, to queſtion its infinit. worthz 
and againſt -rhe infinitne(ſs and 1mmen#s 
ſity of this worth, to charge it with: ſom 
Emtineſs, which any reiteration should 
fill up. Therefore as the Expiatory 'Sa- 
crifice, which Chriſt offered upon the 
Croſs, was infinitly able to do at once 


" what ever an infinit number of other 


Sacrifices had bin able to do, either all 
together at one time, or each 'of them 
ſeverally during the ſucceſſion of all A- 
ges; the Offering of it muſt needs be 
one only: and the Reiteration of it 
were not only ſuperfluous as: to. its 
real effect, ' but alſo moſt injurious to 

| Chriſt 
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Chriſt in 'the very thought and attemt. 

3. Neyerthelels this Sacrifice which 
by a. real 9blation was not to be offered 
more:then- once, is by an Euchariſtical 
and devout Commemoration to be of. 
fered up every day. This is what the 
Apoltle-calls, zo ſet forth the death of the 
Lord; to ſet it forth I ſay as well before 
the Eyes of God his Father, as before 
the Eyes of all Men: 'and what S. Au- 
ſtin did explain, when he ſaid that 
the holy Fleshof Jeſus Chriſt was offer- 
eq up in three manners; by prefiguring 
Sacrifices under the Law before his com- 
ing into the World: in real deed-upon 
the Croſs: and by.a Commemorative $a- 
crament - after he 1s aſcended into Hea- 
ven: © All comes to this firſt, that the 
Sacrifice, as tis it ſelfand in itſelf, it can 
never be reiterated; yet by way of de- 
vout Celebration and Remembrance it 
may nevertheleſs be reiterated every 
day. Secondly, that whereas the Holy 
Euchariſt is by it ſelf a Sacrament, 


wherein God offers unto all men the © 


Bleſſings merited by the Oblation ot 
his Son; it likewiſe becomes by our 
Remembrance a kind of Sacrifice alſo; 
whereby, to obtain at his hands the ſame 
Bleſſings, we preſent and expoſe before 


his Eyes that ſame holy and precious ' 


Oblation once offered. Thus the anci- 
ent 


' of his Bleflings. And thus the 
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ent Iſraelites did continually repreſent 
in their Solemn Prayers to God, that 
Covenant which he had made once with 
Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob, their Fore- 
fathers. Thus did the Jews in their 
Captivity turn their Faces towards ei- 
ther the Country or the Temple where 
the Mercy Seat and the Ark were, 
which were the Memorial of his Pro- 
miſes, and the Sacramental eg TN 

hriſti- 
ans in their Prayers do every day inſiſt 
upon, and repreſent to God the Father 
the meritorious Paſſion of their Savior, 
as the only ſure ground, whereon both 
God may give, and they obtain - the 
Bleſſing, which they do pray for. Now, 
neither the Iſraelites had ever Temple 
or Ark or Mercy ſeat, nor the Chriſti- 
ans have any Ordinance, Devotion or 
Myſtery, that may prove to be ſuch a 
blefled and effeftual Inſtrument to reach 
to this Everlaſting Sacrifice, and to ſet 
it out ſo ſolemnly before the Eyes of 
God Almighty, as the Holy Euchariſt 
1s, To men 1t 1s a facred Table, where 
Gods Miniſter is ordered to repreſent 
from God his Maſter the Paſſhon of 
his dear Son, as ſtill fresh and ſtill pow- 
erful for their Eternal Salvation ; and 
to God it is an Altar whereon Men 
myſtically preſent ro him the ſame Sa- 
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crifice as {till bleeding and ſtill ſueing 
for Expiatfon and Mercy. And becaule 
it is the high Prieſt himlelf, the true A- 
nointed of the Lord, who hath ſet up 
moſt expreſ6ly both this Table and this 
Altar for theſe rwo ends, namely for the 
Communication of his Body and Blood 
to Men, and for the Reprelentation and 
Memorial of both ro God; it cannot 
be doubted, bur that the one muſt be 
moſt advantagious to the penitent Sin- 
ner, and the other moſt acceptable to 
that good /and gracious Father, who is 
alwaies pleaſed in his Son, and who 
loves of himſelf the repenting and the 
lincere return of his. Children. Luke 
15. 22. 

4. Hence one may ſee both the great 
ufe and advantage of more frequent 
Communion: and how much it con- 
Cerns us, whenſoever we 2O tO receive 
1t-ro lay--ovt all our wants, and pour 
out all _ofr Grief, our Prayers, and our 
Praiſes before the Lord in-ſo happy a 
conjunAure. The primitive Chriſti- 
ans did ft fo, who did as ſeldom meet 
ro preach or pray, without a Com- 
maunion, as did the old Iſraelites, to 
worship without a Sacrifice. On fo- 
lemn aaies eſpeciaily, or upon great Exi- 
gencies they cver uſed this help of Sa- 
cramental Obilation as the moſt 8" 
INT N 
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ful Means the Church had to ſtrengthen 
their Supplications, to open the Gates 
of Heaven, and to force in a manner 
God and his Chriſt to have compaſii- 
on on them. The People of Iſrael for 
the better performance of Prayer and 
Devotion went up fo the Tabernacle 
and the Temple, becauſe ( befides other 
Motives ) both theſe were Figures of that 
Body which was to be ſacrificed. Where- 
fore Chriſt calls his Body this Temple. 
Joh. 2. 19. and the firſt Chriſtians went 
up. to their Churches, there to meet 
with theſe Myſteries, which do repre- 
ſent him both as already ſacrificed, and 
yet as in ſome ſort offering and giving 
up himſelf. Thofe in worshipping ever 
turning their Eyes, their Hearts, their 
hopes towards that eA/rar. and Sacrifice, 
whence the High Prieſt was to carr 


the Blood into the San&nary: and theſe 


looking roward the Croſs and their cru- 
cited Savior there, through his Suffer 
ings hope for a way towards Heaven ; 
being encouraged to this hope by the 
very Memorial, which they both take to 


' themſelves and shew: to God: of thele 


i 


Sufferingss. * Laſtly, -Jeſus our Eternif 


Prieſt, being from the Croſs, where he 
| ſuffered without the Gate, gon up.'iato 
| the true Sanctuary which is Heaven, 
2 there aboye doth ' contiguatly' preſent 
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both his Body in zrue reality, and as Aa- 
ron did the twelve Tribes uf Iſrael in a 
Memorial, Exod. 28. 29. and on the other 
fide we beneath in the Church preſent 
ro God his Body and Blood in a Memo- 
ryzal, that under this shadow of his Croſs, 
and image of his Sacrifice, we may pre- 
tent Our ſelves before him in yery deed and 
reality. 


5. O Lord who ſeeſt nothing 
in me, that us truly mine, but 
Duſt and Aſhes, and which is 
worſe, ſinful fleſh, and Blood; 
look upon what I have of thee, 
ſome [mall Remnant of thine I- 


mage, ſome ſmall Carman s of 


thy Grace, and ſome light ſparks 
of thy Spirit. But becauſe all 
theſe are defettive, ſupply them, 
O Lord, wih thy mercy, and with 
the Sacrifice of thy Son. Not 
unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but 
to thy name, and thine Anointed 
grove 
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give the praiſe. Turn thine Eyes, 
O Merciful Father, to the ſatis- 
fattion and Interceſſwn of thy 
Son, who now fits at thy Right 
Hand: to the Seals of ihy Cove- 
d , nant, which lye before thee upon 
' thus Table; and to all the wants 
and aiſtreſſes, which alſo thou 
ſeeſt in my heart, O Father, glo- 
rify thy Son whom thou haſt ſent 


: 
1 ?nto thi World: O Son, bleſs t hou 
. this Sacrament which thou haſt 
. ordained for thy Church, and ſend 
, with it ſome influence of that Spi- 
L Tit whomthou haſt jromiſed to all 
Feſh: that by the help of theſe 
gs  Mercees, the World,the Church,ous 
Y Fleſh and Souls may glorify thee 


;, now and ever Father, Son, an1 


h . Holy Spirit, Amen. 


o 
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S$ecTION VIT. 


Concerning the Sacrifice of our 
own Perſons, 


1.T T iscither the Error, or the incogt- 

rancy of too many Chriſtians, which 
makes them- ſomtimes beleiye and of- 
tener live, as it under the Gofpel there 
were no other Sacrifice. but that of Chrift 
upon the Croſs. . It is very true indeed 
there is no other, nor can there be ny 
other ſufficient, and proper for this end, 
of ſati;fiing Gods Juſtice, and expiating 
our ſins, 7 have troden the Winepreſs a- 
lone, and of the People there was none with 
we; 1 looked and rhere 1375 none to help. 
Efay. 63: 3, 3." 1a this reſpect, hv rhe 
whole' Church. should .in'a Body. offer 


. up her ſelf as a burnt Sacrifice to. God, 


yet could she not contribute more, 'to- 
wards the bearing up or bearing away 
the wrath to come, then all thoſe Inno- 
cent ſouls, who ſtood near Jeſus . Chriſt 
when he gxve up the Ghoſt; did rowards 
the darkening of che Sin, ortpeshaking et 
the whole Earth. But that whictris riot (0 
much as uſeful} much leſs zeceſary to this | 
Erernal Sacrifice, which alone could re- 
deem Mankind, is indiſpenſably both ne- 
ecflary and uſefy!, that we may _ a 
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chare in this Redemtion. $0 that if the 
Sacrifice of our ſelves, which we ought 
to offer up to God, 'icannot procure Sal- 
vation ; it is abſolutely necetlary to re- 
ceive Ir. 

2. As the old Law never introduced 
Aaron officiating before the Lord, with- 
out the whole People of Ifrae!,. repre- 
ſented Hoth by the twelve ftanes on his 
Ephod, and the two- other on his Should- 
ers, Exod. 28. 12, 30, The Golpel moſt 
commonly deſcribes Jeſus Chriſt and his 
Church, not only as two Parties ,. thar 
do nothing the one withoug the- other, 
bur ſomtimes alfo- as one Perfon- alone : 
as particularly, I» Cor. 12, 12 Chriſt 
acts, officiates and ſuffers for his Body , 
in that manner that doth become the 
Head's and the Church imitates and fol: 
lows all the niotions and ſufferings of this. 
heavenly and holy Head, in :ſuch # + 
___ as is poſſible to its weak. Mem- 

ers. 

3- The main if not- the whole. Divi- 
niry of S. Paul as well in- point of faichy 
2s of Chriitian lite, runs upon this Coms 
formity both of actions and ſufferings : 
And that of St. john likewiſe upon this 
fame Communion. The truth is, Our-Sa- 
vior had neither Birth nor Death-nor Ra 
farre&tion here on Emthy/ bur: ſuck: 4s: 
we ought to. conform-us to; as he hath new 
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ther - Aſcention, nor Throne, nor Ever- 
laſting life, nor Glory, but ſuch as we 
_y alſo have in Heaven common with 

im. 

4. This Conformity or likeneſs to Chriſt, 
which (C as the Hebrewes uſe to ſpeak; ) 
is the foundation .and Pillar, that is, the 
grand Principle of the whole Chriſtian 
inſtitution, relates more directly to our 
duty about his Swfferings; and then to our 
happineſs about his Exa/zation. And the 
Communiou, Which is the other © great 
fundamental, that S. Iohn hath ſtill in 
his Mouth, points more at this, and 
preſuppoſes that: And both make up a 
full — upon the words which 
our Savior ſo often commanded his 
Diſciples, to follow him, thereby fig- 
nifiing both the Labour, and the ſucs 
ceſs of this moſt Important Fourney, for 
without doubt we shall follow him into 
Heaven, if we will follow him here 
on Earth: and we $hall have Communion 
with him in his G/ory , if we will keep 
Confarmity With him here in his Suffe- 
rings. 

5. Theſe three expreſſions to Follow , 
to be like or have | Conformity , and to 
have Communion, Which are the moſt e[- 
ſential Clauſes in the charter and.charge * | 
of Chriſtianity, are not to be limited 
tothe imitation of Chriſts Morals on- 
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ly, as when he bids us &e Holy as he is 
Holy, &-c. but they oblige all his Diſci- 
ples to follow and imitate him likewiſe, 
as much as- in them lies, throughout all 
the other parts of his life, and the very 
functions of his Offices. For we muſt be 
regenerated in his Birth, dye on his 
Croſs, be buried in his Grave, bear his 
Shame in his Tribulations; jn a word, 
Chriſt and Chriſtians are and muſt be 
continually together, Where I am there 
my ſervant ſhall be alſo, Joh. 12.26. Bur 
of all theſe Duries the moſt fundamental 
and moſt indiſpenſable is that of bearing 
part of his Croſs, and dying with him in 
Sacrifice. 

6. Never did the Son of God intend 
any more to offer himſelf for his people 
withour his people, Then did the High 
Prieſts of the Law to offer themſelves 
tor Iſrael without his Ephod, the memo- 
rial of them. Chriſt preſented himſelf 
to God in this great Temple, whichis 
the world, at: the head of whole Man- 
kind, as did the firſt born of Egypt; 
who alſo did © prefigurare-- him' every 
one in his” houfe; at' the head of his 
family. He came' as a voluntary vi-' 
ctim-to the Altar, being att-rided on b 
his 1/-zel7 who as it were with their hacks 
laid all their fing pon bis 'head, There- 
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fore as it was neceſlary, that-they , who 
ſought for Atonement, should wait up- 
on the Sacrifice: and that whoſoever 
would eſcape the deſtroyer, or other 
Plagues, chould keep themſelves within 
that houſe, where either the firſt born, or 
the Paſchal Lamb was deſtroyed: by the 
ſame neceſſity, whoſoever do pretend to 
Erernal Salyatida, muſt needs appear with- 
in that houſe, about- that Altar, and 
that *Croſs, whereon this firſt born of 
every,, Creature, and this Eternal both 
Prieſt and Sacrifice was pleaſed ro Offer 
up himſelf. 

7.:By this ſtanding and appearing at 
the Altar under the Law the ſinners in- 
deed..did not dye; - the viftim alone be- 
ing burned and deſtroyed :. . but becauſe 
they laid their hands on it, when it-was 
dying, and fell ( for prayer and worship/) 
on their faces down to the ground, 
when it did fall bleeding to death, They 
were. as well as the .very victim, repu- 
ted to Offer up themfelves. So the tru- 
eſt Chriſtians likewiſe are neither cruci- 
fied, nor deſtroyed in that manner, that 
their Maſter and Savior was : yet, 1. be- 
caule. they look. towards, and caſt them- 
ſelves; upon. his Croſs and Suffterings, as 
the, only means both of expiating for 
rhelr Sins, - and of Salvation for” their 
Souls: 2. becauſe of the great and 
Sharp 
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- Sharp grief, which they do ſuffer who 


fiacerely think on the Son of'God thus 
dying, and which is more,- thus dying 
only for their ſakes;- which to them '1s 
as it was to,. the Blefled Virgin.a ſword 
to pierce their hearts, and likewiſe t9 
pierce and crucifie to death their Sins; 
3- becauſe their whole Body" of Sin 
being by this Crucificti6n.. ceally- over- 
maltercd and wounded , there remains 
no life in them, but what they.-may , 
and will offer up and dedicate to Gods 
Service; The Savior thus offering him+ 
ſelf, and the faved ſo united to him by 
faith, ſo plunged both into the Commu» 
niou , and grief for his Sufferings , and 
{o relign'd up. and conſecrated to his will 
for the remnant of their life, are both aC- 
counted before God for one! and the ſame 
Sacrifice, | p23: 

8. It is the ſame, firſt by Impatation, 
ſuch as were the firſt fruirs and the £amp: 
Rom. 11s k6.- The Eares of Corn 
and the Haryeſt, which were, both to- 
gether myvolved: in,/ and- made holy by 
one. Offering... Levit. 23. 10, 15, In this 
ſenſe ſelus Chriſt dying upon the Croſs, 
was made - the firſt fruits of'them thar 
offer themſelves to-God, that they may 
be ſandtified by his death and Sacrifice. 
If one be dead ther all are dead'; as he. was 
made the firſt fruits of them that Jeeps 
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that they should be quickned by his Reſur- 
reftion. But ſecondly as the Lump or maſs 
may in ſome caſe either loſe or not get 
at all the priviledg and holineſs of the 
firſt fruits, (for example, a few cheaves 
of Corn, which the W___ had 
offered unto the Lord, coul no 
means ſanCtify that Harveſt which af- 
terwards should be eaten in the Service 
or in'the Temple of an Idol) Two real 
Actions are required to make good this 
Imputation, and to join the Chriſtians 
to the Sacrifice of Chriſt their Head. 

9. The firſt is, that they endeavor to 
crucify their ſinful members as really 
as Chriſt himſelf had his ſinleſs Body 
crucified. So that the feer, that before 
did run to Evil, the violent hands that 
did injure, the greedy eyes that did co- 
vet, and all thoſe members of the Flesh, 
that were weapons of wickedneſs, may 
by this Croſs and Sacrifice be molt re. 
ally.boundy.and in a good meaſure de- 
ſtroyed as to their” Corruption. T 4s 
glory m the. Croſs of Feſus Chrift, by which 
the. world is crucified: unto me, © and 1-unto 
the world. Gal. 6, 14. So Jeſus Chrift , 
and his whole Church, and in this 
Church every true petitent Sinner:being 
joined all together, do” make” up 'that 
compleat Sacrifice, which ſeems to. have 
bin pretigurated by -the Sacrifice at - the 
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conſecration of Aaron, Exod. 29. 13, 14- 
whereof the kidneys and the far abour 
the Inwards, were burntas a ſweet ſmel- 
ing Oblation on the Altar: but all the 
Flesh, the Skin, the Feet, the Dung 
( Inſtruments and Emblems of Sin. ) 
were thrown and burnt without the 
Camp. For Jetus Chrift and his Church 
ſo concur —_— in one Oblation, that 
the blefled Savior contributes all that 
can go up into Heaven to pleaſe and 
appeaſe God: and we on our Part do 
contribute, but what deſerves to be re- 
moved out of the way, the Corruption 
and ſmell of ſin. The Second neceſſary 
Condition to- the aforeſaid Imputation 
Cfor no imputation- either to life or 
death can be juſt without ſome real 
grounds to ſupport it) and to incorpo- 
rate us into the Sacrifice of Chriſts 'Bo- 
dy , isa ſerious' reſolution of piety, and 


%. 


univerſal conſecrating both of our PI 
ſons and of all our Actions to God. 1 
am crucified with Chrift, that 1 may 
live to God. Now it us not ] that live, 
but Chrift lives in me, and the life which 
IT now lead in the Fleſh, T live by the 
faith of the Son of God, who loved me, 
and gave himſelf for me. Gal. 2. 19. 
This Place muſt be fo rendred accord- 
ing to the diſtinction of both the Greek 
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And this A&t of the Church. conſecra» 
ting her felf ro God, and joining: her 
{elf ſo to Chriſt as to make but one Od- 
lation with him, is the Myitery repre- 
ſented by the daily Sarrifice. Exod. 29. 33: 
Numb 1,28, 3+ | 

10. This Sacrifice d1d con{iſt of two 
parts. The firft anqd* cheifelt was the 
Lamb, that. did. foreshew the Lamb of 
God: and the fecond was the M-at and 
drink Offerinz made of flower mingled 
with Oyl and Wine: all which being 
but an Additional thrown on the Lamb, 
morning and evening, was counted but 
for one. and the ſame Sacrifice. Thoie 
Secondary Oblations fo thrown and burne 
upon. the main Sacrifice, fignified proper. 
ly theſe Offerings, which Chriſtians muſt - 
preſent to God, of themſelves, of their 
Goods, and of their Praiſes From this 
Meat and Drink Offerings: which was 
added to more ſubſtintial Sacrifces , 
came the Bread and Wine to be uſed at 
che calebration of Chriſts Death. Which 
Bread in the Communion conſidered as 
Sacrament, (pnifies the natural; but'con- 
{idered as —_—_— it repreſents the my- 
tical. Body of Chrift, thar is his Church. 
For wwe that' are many faith the Apoſtle 
3 Cor..10.17. arconeBread. To this pur- 
_ the holy —_— Epiſt. Rom, 

ng ready to be offered up by Mar- 
britl tyrdom, 
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tyrdom, ſaid he was the wheat of God, 
which was to be ground by Beaſts teeth. 
900n afrer the Church added Oy/ and 
Frankincenſe to Bread and Wine, to make. 
up the whole Meat Ofering which con- 
falted of theſe four Things. The truth 
is, all what we can offer upon our own 
account, is bur ſuch an Oblation as this 
Meat and Drink-offering of Moſes was, 
that Cannot . be preſented bur- by the 
virtue and merits of Jeſus Chriſt, who 
ſupports it: and that can never aſcend 
up to Heaven but along with the ſacred 
ſmoke of that great Burnt Sacrifice , 
which 1s to carry it up thither. For. on 
the one {ide our own perions, our works 
or any thing elſe that may be ours, are 
by. themſelves but weak, unſubſtantial 
kinds. of - Offerings, which - cannot be 
preſented unto God,  otherwrſe but as 
thele Additional Oblations, which from 
themſelves fall ro the ground; unleſs a 
more ſolid Sacrifice do ſuſtain them: 
And on the other ſide, this ſolid and 
fundamental Sacrifice upholds, faves and 
lanCtifies, bur thoſe perions and things 
that according to. the Law, of: Moſes: his 
Meat Offerings, are thrown into this his 
fire,'are hallowed upon- his. Altar, and 
are.together with him contecrated to Gqd 

Il, For this cauſe it 15, that as on 
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as the Prophet had preached the com- 
ing of this Everlaſting Sacrifice, and the 
propittation and happineſs, which it 
would ſpread over all the world; he 
foretels at the ſame rime, that the Apo- 
ſtles and their ſucceſlors ( whom he de- 
ſigns by expreſſions proper to that Oe- 
conomy, under which -he. did live) 
Should bring the Nations from all parts 
of the Earth, as an Offering unto the Lord, 
Eſay. 66. And to the ſame purpoſe St. 
Paul himſelf ſpeaks of his Evangelical 
Office as ofa Sacrificing Prieſthood; and 
of the Gentiles, whom he did convert 
to Chriſt,” as of ſo many Sacrifices which 
he preſented to the Lord. I exerciſe, ſaies 
he, in the Gofþel a holy Sacerdotal Prieſt- 
hood ( for the word ig2pyar fignifies both ) 
that the Obl/ations of the Gentiles may be 
acceptabie, being ſandtified by the holy ſpirit. 
Rom. 15. 16. Hence proceeds that Me- 
thod, which he obſerves moſt conſtant- 
iy, never to preach the Faith in Jeſus 

hriſt, without inviting preſently the 
Beleivers to Offer up unto God, either 
their Bodies and Souls, as Rom. 12. or 
their works of holinels, of Praiſe, of 
Charity, &c. as every where elſe. - And 
theſe are the Spiritual Offerings which 
_ every true Chriſtian muſt - join to caſt 
upon the fundamental Sacrifice of Chriſt 


Jeſus. 
12. We 
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12. We know indeed that the uni- , 
verſal Aſtembly of Chriſtians could ne-/ 
ver mect at the ſame time, or place, ei- 
ther to follow Chriſt in a Body, when 
he. went to offer himſelf for r Ming or 
to fall- upon their faces and proſtrate 
themſelves to the ground, when he bow- 
ed his head under their Sins: . Pro- 
vidence that ſcatters men up and down. 
throughout all places and times of the 
world, permitting no poſhbility of ſuch 
a general meeting. Bur the Sacrifice of 
Chriſt, tho it was confined to few hours 
and to a ſmall parcel of Ground as 
to the Suffering; yet being everlaſting, 
infinit, and (till the ſame, as 7o zhe 
ſufficiency and virtue of it, coextends it 
ſelf moſt perte&ly to all both times and 
places, when and where thoſe ſcattered 
members will ever come to Offer up 
themſelves to God with their head. And 
belides this, the ſecond part of his Sa- 
cerdotal Office, which conſiſts in i»ter- 
ceding, continuing ſtill i» the wery A, 
till the worlds end; They that could 
not embrace his Croſs\, and join with 
him at that ſame time that he Ofer'd 
himſelf, may do it every day, and hum- 
ble themſelves like poor vicims loaden 
with fins and milſeries, at the ſame time, 
that now he continues ſtill actually i- 
terceding. So in all Places, at all _— 
an 
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and upon any emergencies, whenſoever 
the Beleivers will preſent themlelves 
unto God, both with and by his Son 
Jeſus, they may ſtill receive the fayor 
of acceptation, and that real efflux of 
ſaving Odor from Chriſt, which was 
repreſented by that typical holineſs, 
which the- additional Oblation did re» 
ceive from the-principal Sacrifice, when 
it was adjoined to it . Whereas it is moſt 
certain, that all the Merit and blood of 
Chriſt shall no more ſave Men that will 
not draw neer and join themſelves to 
conformity and Communion of his 
Death; then the continual and other 
burning Sacrific's, were ever able to 
conſecrate that meat, that Wine, that 
Oyl, and that Frankincenſe, which were 
not brought, nor burned upon the ſame 
Altar with them. 

13. Now tho all men be. called to 
this conformity and Communion in 
the Sufferings of Cariſt, from the time 
of thoſe ſufferings, until theke be no 
times at all: and altho the daies of our 
preſent life, have all the priviedg which 
theſe ſeven feaſt daies once had, when 
every one might gird his loins, eat his 
unleavened bread, and kill his own Bul- 
lock, as the Prieſt did Sacrifice the Paſ- 
chal Lamb; ( which Bullock was ſuper- 
added to the Paſchal Lamb, that both 
might 
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might better ſuffice for the 7 Feſtival 
daics, beſides its other ritual and figurative 
importance as a Sacrifice; it is certain, 
nevertheleſs that rhere are two more 
ſpecial and extraordinary daies, wherein 
Chriſtians are invited by more urgent 
and proper Circumſtances," to preſent 
their Souls and Bodies by way of Se- 
cond Offering upon the Sacrifice of their 
Savior, The firſt is paſt, and that was 
when the Savior offered himſelf ro death: 
when Heaven aud Earth, Temple and 
Graves ſhook at the blow” that killed 
him ; when pious Souls either Rood im- 
moveable as the bleſſed Virgin hard by 
his Croſs, or 'in a manner crucified 
themſelves, beating their breaſts as the 
Daughters of - |eruſalem : and when eve- 
ry Diſciple might_ by the very conjun- 
cture of all the things he ſaw, be mo- 
ved to ſay as Thomas, /## ws go and let 
us ay with him. Joh, 11. 16. The ©- 
ther time moſt favorable and proper, 
next ro that of his real Pallion, ts that 
of the holy Communion'; which, as it 
hath -bin * explained, is a Sacramental 
Paſſion, where tho the Body be broken, 
and the blood Ned but by way of re- 
preſentative MyFery, yet both are as cffe- 
ctually, and as truly offered for our own 
uſe, if we. go to it worthily, as when 
* Gelaſ. Cy%c. part. 2:caf. 31, 

| that 
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that holy and divine Lamb did offer him- 
ſelf the firſt time. 

14+ Therefore whenſoever Chriſtians 
approach to this dre:dful Myſtery, and 
to the Lamb of God lying and ſacrificed 
(as ſome ſay that the holy Nicene Coun- 
Cil ſpeaks) upon the holy Table; it con- 
cerns their main intereſt in point © 
Salvation, as well as in other duties, to 
take a ſpecial care, not to lame, and 
deprive the grand Sacrifice of its own 
due Attendance. Bur to behave them- 
ſelves in that manner, that, as both the 
principal and additional Sacrifices were 
conſumed by the ſame. fire, and went 
up towards Heaven in the ſame flame; 
ſo Jeſus Chriſt and all his Members, 
may jointly appear before God : this in 
a Sacramental Myſtery, theſe with their 
real Bodies and Souls, offerins them- 
ſelves at the ſame time, in the ſame 
place, and by the ſame Oblation. So 
that whoſoever are attending on this ſa- 
crifice, fince they do it in remembrance 


of their Savior, once really dead, and' 


every day Sacramentally dying for them 
( do this in remembrance of me) they 
do it in ſuch a manner, 1. as may be- 
come faithful Diſciples, who are reſol- 
ved to dy both for and with their Ma- 
ſter: 2. as true and ſincere Members 
that cannot outlive. their own head ; 
| and 
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and G as truly penitent 'ſinners who dare 
not look for any share in the Glory, 
and Redemtion, and ſeſſion at the right 
or ]eft hand of their Savior, unleſs atter . 
their way they undergo the ſame Baptiſm, 
unleſs "they will drink” the ſame Cup: and 
unleſs. they . enter really. into the Com- 
munion of that Sacrifice and. thoſe Suf- 
ferings, which their Maſter, their head, 
and their Savior hath paſſed through , 
and which this very Sacrament engages 
them to. | 

15. Now,: this Communion doth re- 
quire, firſt a Conformity of  Aftions, that 
may in fome-ſort correſpond ro all what 
Chriſt hath done. as Prieſt: Secondly 
another Conformity of mortifications,” and 
paſſions, . that may likewiſe an{wet''to 
whatſoever he hath Suffered as a volun- 
tary Victim. As Prieſs (for in this occa- 
ſion all Chriſtians, after the example of 
their Savior, become Prieſts, fince they 
offer themſelves to; God)-to follow all 
the ſteps, and take upon them all the 
04 gpm the Courle of life and the 
ike diſpoſitions. of mind, ' which were 
ſeen jn this Bleſſed Melchiſedeck, when 
he preſented himſelf ro God. To this 
effect the faithful Worshipper, preſent- 
ing that Soul and Body,' which God fitted 
him with at his coming into this world, 


will lay them down at the Altar. FT 
0 
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Lo I come, rf this Soul and 
Body may be uſeful to any thing, 
here th.y are both to do 'thy 
will O Gol *. Ad bereafter 


zf 1t pleaſe thee, to uſe that: | 


power which thou haſt, as Crea-' 
tor over Duſt and Aſhes, o- 
ver weak fleſh and Blood, 0- 
ver a brittle veſſel of Clay, 
over the work. . of . thine own, 
hands; Lo here they are'to ſuf-: 
fer alſo thy good pleaſure, I os 
nam : proteſt to my God, that: 
- if he pleaſe to afflict me either 
with pain or daiſhonor , I will 
humble my ſelf under zt, and 
be obedient unto death, even 
unto. the death of the Croſs t. 
Whatſoever may happen to. me 
either from the Fews, or Gen- 
tiles, from niy” Netghbors, or 
from” ſtrangers, ſince it s my 


* Heb. 10-.5,7, | Phil. 2.8. | 
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God that emplotes . them , ' tho 
th.y neither know, 'nor think tt 
ſo; unleſs at the' ſame time 
God help me to fome lawful 


means of ſecuring my ſelf a- 
Faint thetr wrongs, 1 will not 
7 rs, open my mouth be- 
fore the Lord, who doth ſtrike 
me, \ except only to fing+ the 
Plalm , after 'T have'eaten ſome 
bitter Herbs "that "belong "to 
this Paſsover; and” to bleſs 
the Lord who gave them me'\$ 
and intreat him for the wick- 
ed, who perhaps hath malict- 
ouſly gathered them.” Hereafter 
no man can take away any 
thing from me, 'no life; no ho- 
nor, wo Eſtate, fince T am. rea- h 
dy of my ſelf to lay them down, 
aſſoon - as T' can perceive that 
God requires them at my hands, 


Nevertheleſ,, O Father, if thou 
E be 
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be willing, remove this Cu 


trom me; yet if I muſt drink 
it, thy will be don. What 


kind ſoever of Suffering hereaf- 


ter may trouble my Fleſh , or 
what hind ſoever . of Agonies 


may bes worſe trouble my 


Spirit, 
this hi 
of.. his 


bu 


following the example of 
h Praeſt, in the malt 
wii patns, O Father, 


into thy hand » [wil ever remit 
my life, and the deareſt concern- 
ments that attend it. And if thou 
be pleaſed, that either 1live yet 

a while, or not; I will with my 
Savior bow down my head, © / 
will adore thee under my burthen, 
and fumble my ſelf under thy 
hand; Twill give uþ- all what thou 
wilt be Meaſed to ark, Goods, Foy, 
 O6.until atlaſtIfarrender and. 
give up the Ghoſt. 


a Luke 22. 42. Matth, 26.42. $ Luke 23- 46. c ]6h. 


19. 39, Joh. 19. 46. 
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16.” To this firſt: part : of, our Confor- 
mity with Chriſt- as Fries -mult be re- 
ferred *wharſoever we-read he did from 
his laſt Paſſover: to his Paſſion, as far 
25-we can imitate it :i/as'when he washed 
the: feer' of hisDiſciples :!,when:he pray- 
ed for' his Murderers::: whenhe: received 
with a mild- reply. the rashneſs! of him 
that ſtruckithim, commirting .all the reſt 
to God: when: he rook'that charitable 
care of gently reſtoring the Ear to 
an inſolent. fellow named: [Malchus:: 
when his diſmalleft Agonies never kept 
him from -comforting: a Penitent ; this 
day ſhalt' thou; be: with, me in Paradiſe; 
Luk. :23. 43... nor from: \inſtructing; 
Good pious Souls, ye Daughters of Feru- 
ſalem weep not; &c. nor from interce- 
ding for his cruelleſt'+ Enemies, Father 
forgive them. for they know not what they do, 
nor from taking care for his Relations 
woman hehuld thy:. ſon, &c.. loh. 19. 26. 
Hereupon' the: ſucceis:.of theſe both A- 
tive and Paflive diſpatitions muſt needs 
be this', that: :God-: /ookkzry firſt ro Abel, 
and finding him. endued with that ſpi- 
rit' of humility, of Charity, of meek- 
neſs, and of patience, which was alſo in 
Chrift Jeſus, Phil. 2. 5.. he certainly will 
be pleaſed to /ook alſo upon his Sacrifice, 
Genel. 4. 4 
' 17. Beſides this firſt Conformity of 
E 2 holy 
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holy Difpofitions, and: as it. were Sacer- 


dotal' Ornaments, between. Jeſus and his 
Diſciples, conlidered as: they are Priefts ;; 


there” muſt needs be: alſo a conformity 
of Death' and' Pafſion between: them , 


being conlidered: as Sacrifices. The firſt 


Conformity, which regards Perſonal and 
Prie[tly: Endowments, is never ſo exact, 
nor ſo full, -as. ro adorn inferior Prieſts 
with all - the proper Attire of Aaron ; 
his Golden Plate, his embroidered E- 
phod, or his. Miter, or his Breaf. plate : 
yet it ts never fo defective, but that he 
and they. may without indecency, not- 
withſtanding the inequality of their Gar- 
wents, officiate at one eAltar. The ſe- 
cond Conformity which regards the Sa- 
crifice, is yet much shorter then the firſt, 
being between things, not only unequal 
in degrees of perfection, but different in 
their nature. For really the Sacrifice 
of a living Creature, as the Lamb was, 
could not differ ſo much in nature from 
dead and inanimate” 'Offerings. (ſuch as 
the Meal, the Oil, and the Wine were, 
which as fecondary Sacrifices were ad- 
ded to the firſt) as the Sacrifice of Je- 
ſus Chriſt differs from What poor Chri- 
ſtians Either are in their nature, or can 
offer up to God in Sacrifice. . For of 
theſe rwo Sacrifices as to their proper 
conditions , The one is Divine, ail- 
mighty, 
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mighty, and-all Holy; and the other 
is human, infirm, and ſinfal.:'And as to 
their ſeveral ends, The one'is made to 
procure and work Expiation, and the 
other only to get ſome Capacity to re- 
ceive it, The firſt and prime Sacrifice 
imparts to the ſecond its Righteouſnels ; 
and the ſecond is thrown upon the' firſt 
as a burthen, only ro Charge it with all irs 
ſins. Neverrheleſs-as under the Law the 
Lamb, and the' Oblation added to it, did 
join in one Sacrifice, becauſe both were 
offered upon one Altar, and-conſumed by 
one fire: ſo under the Goſpel Chriſt and 
his People are accounted for one Qbla- 
tion, when boti in their own proper way 
are conſecrated by the fame Crols, and 
are in ſome manner alike obedient to 
death, . For ave; have, bin planted together 
in, the" likeneſs of his death , knowing this 
that our Old Man is dead, &c. Rom. 6. 
5, 6. CEERES 
18 |By this; likeneſs or conformity of 
outferings Chriſt is dead- once to {atisfie 
the rigor of the Law, and ſo muſt 
Chriſtians deftroy-their fins and mortifie 
themſelves, that they may obſerve here- 
after the Righteouſneſs of the Goſpel. Chriſt 
during that terrible Rtorm- rthar- made 
him weep and ery. alowgd:; + Math. 27. 
46,'50. Luk. 23. 46. Hebr. 5. 7. did 
lufter ſuch a heavy punishmenr as mighs 
E 3 ſatisf 


102 The Chriſtian Sacrament 

ſatisfy Gods Juſtice; | And, his Myſtical 
Body | muſt 'every | day. both undertake 
and ſufter ſych fatherly Corrections as 
may  oyermaſter their own fins..,.,ln.a 
word, the. holy Savior was willing. to 
be crucified, becauſe this diſmal execu- 
tion was indiſpenſably necellary to turn 
away. the wrath to come: and his true 
members muſt be willing to crucifie 
themſelves with; him , - becauſe this Diſ- 
Cipline 1s as indiſpenſably necellary to de- 
{troy in them by degrees that inward cor- 
r::ption Which would bring back again 
this wrath, 


i9 0 Father of Merces, 1 
beſeech thee, both by the: merits 
of thy Son, who now interceaes in 
Heaven, and by that bloody Sa- 
ertfice which he hath offered on 
the Croſs, ( whereof thou ſeeſt the 
Sacrament upon thi: Table ) this 
Day be pleaſed to recerve me 
 2pto. the Communion of his Suf- 
 ferings, and hereafter into the 
Communion of hy ' Glory, Caſe 


nor 
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not away from thee in diſpleaſure 
the Flevation of theſe hands , 

which I will faſten to hu Croſs, 
ſo far as they may not offend , 

and which I do now ſtretch before 
thee with a true defire that here- 
af ter they may ſerve thee; neither 
deſpiſe © the Sacrifice \of a m_ 
Soul , which alſo. his Croſs hath 
wounded with the ſenſe of her mi= 
ſery ; and by this wound lazes it 
open, both to pour out her own 
prayers , and to gaſp after thy 
mercies, O God and Father , be» 
ſtow'on me ſuch @ meaſure of that 
Spirit , through wh:ch thy Sor 
offered himſelf *, © as may ſan- 
thfie for ever the Body and Soul 
whi,h now [ offer ;and may likewiſe 
help me to performe the Service 
which I do promiſe. A Spirit of 
Contrition, that I may aflctencl 


FT Heb. 9.14, 
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deteſt thoſe fins, which did deliver 
my God to death : then a ſpirit of 
Holineſs,that I may never be tem- 
ted to them any more then a cru- 
c1/,ed man can be temted, 0O let 


, * this- crucified Body, which 1 pre- 


ſent to thee for ſuch, never be un- 


tied from his Croſs, either to fall to 


thoſe violences, that have pierced 


my Saviors hands, or to fly up to 
tho 1 


/e vanittes, that have crowned 


hu head with Thorns; or to follow 
unjuſt pleaſures, that have filled 
his dear Soul with greif, that 
have filled his Entrails with Gall, 


rm and Rod of the Lord, who in 


thine Anger didſt revenge all 
theſe ſins upon my Savior , in thy 
mercy corret and deſtroy them al- 


fo inme. So my God accept af a 


heart, that ſheds. now before thee 
its Tears, as a poor Vittim aoes 
its blood: and that raiſes up unto 
thee 
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thee all its deſires , its thoughts, 
its zeal, as a Burnt offering doth 
ts flames. Finally ſince my Sa- 
erifice can be neither holy, nor 
accepted . being alone 3 Accept 
of it, O Father, as it is an Obla- 
tion, ſupported ” that Sacrifice, 
which alone u able to pleaſe thee. 
Recerve it clothed with the Regh- 
teouſneſi of thy Son, and made ac- 
ceptable with. that holy, Perfume 


that riſes frem of. his Altar: And 


grant thit. He tho ſanftifies, and 


they who are by him fantified,may 
be joined in; one Paſſion, and 
may enjoy hereafter with thee the 


ſame Glory. Our Father which 


artin Heaven,” &c, 


J 
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SeEcTION VIII. 


Concerning the (blation of our Goods, and 
Aims, 'or the Satrifite of 
"Rs {3.3 


T is an ot nd often repeaced 
Law of: God b) Moſes, and. -no 
where repeated by" Chriſt, that no wor- 
$hipper shall\\pteſume to . appear before 
him with emty., hands. Sincere Chri- 
ſtians, muſt hay them f ull at the re- 
ceiving of the Joly: r Moti with 
four..diſtin& me Sarrifices,\ 4. The 
Sacramentalt and gp mnmorariue . Sacri: 
fice ot, Chriit. Its res real and "244k 
Sderefice of Pate 4; The Preenwilh 
afferivg of th Goods? 44: The\Reace-off& 
ring Of their: raiſes.” R 
2. The firlt as repreſenting the 'Sacri- 
fice offered /on/the Croſs, .is the . ground 
of the three others; eipecially, of the; 1e- 
cond: which muſt no 'more be ſepa- 
rated from it, then Parts are from the 
Whole, or the Body from its Head. 
Theſe two are ſo cloſe coupled toge- 
ther, that St. Auguſtin ® more then once, 
by ther Bady of Chriſt in the holy Com- 
munion, underſtands Chriſts myſtical Bo- 


*  *ug. apud Fu!, de Dapt, /E£thiop. © lt, q 
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dy, which is the Church. And' St. Cy- 
prian * ſaies exprefsly , that Chriſt and 
his People are contained and united to- 
gerher inthe Holy Cap (thar being repre- 
ſented by the Wine, this repreſented by 
the Warter;'Y ſo that Chrift'is not there 
without his People, nor the People with+ 
out their Savior. | | | 

2. The Third and fourth, 'which are 
the Sacrifices of our Goods 'and of 'our 
Praiſes, are' appendages following” after 
the ſecond, thar is the Sacrifice of ' our 


own ſelves, by as natural a conſequence; 


as the fruits and leaves follow the Free; 
and as what we. have, or what we can, 
muſt needs come after what we are: / All 
the world know' how that blemiſht and 
lame Sacrifices were abominable under 
the. Law: and certainly Bodies with- 
out heads, fouls withour their 'facw/tier,, 
and Perſons without their proper 'Du« 
ties, are not better under” the Gofpel. 
Such mutilated 'Sacrifices cannor' fuir 
with that of Chriſt, which was perfect= 
ly whole and entire. Therefore as wherr 
we once offer our ſelves to God, bur 
Souls and Bodies become attending” Sa- 
criftces on the Sactifice of Jeſus Chriſt: 
ſo muſt by the ſame equity , all our 
Gootls and Services by way of fecond» 
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dary Oblations attend the Sacrifice of 
our Perſons. And 'as the Lamb in the 
daily Sacrifice was never offered without 
its Meat-oblation, nor this meat-obla- 
tion- without its Incenſe, its Wine, 
its Oil: $o the the Eternal Son and Lamb 
of God, who was pleaſed to offer him- 
ſelf for me, muſt neither be offered with- 
out me; nor.whenloever I offer up my 
ſelf, both by him and with him, muſt 
] appear as a dry and unſavory Meat-of- 
fering without juice, without ſweet ſmell, 
wiihout all the holy diſpoſitions of rea- 
dinefs and. joy ro obey and pleaſe my 
God in all good works, , whereof the In- 
cenſe, .the Wine, and the Oil, were un- 
der the Law ſacred Emblemes, In a 
word, whenſoever we offer our ſelves we 
offer by . the ſclf ſame Act, all that we 
have, all that we can : and ſo-con(equent- 
Iy. we do, engage for all, that it: shall 
be.dedicated to the Glory .of God, and 
taat it-shall be ſurrendred into his hands, 
employed to ſuch uſes, upon ſuch occa- 
Gons and times, as he will be pleaſed to 
appoint. 

2 57ear then, my ſor ( as faies the 
wiſe. man) :/ook to thy feet, when thou 
entrefF into. the houſe of God, left thou 
- effer the Sacrifice of fools. Ecclef. 5.6: lt 

is the Sacrifice as well as the part of a 
| fool to offer the Perſon without the 
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Goods that attend it, as it were the 
bones without the finewes and the flesh 
that cover them. It is the ſame Act of 
an Impious wretch to. mangle, and: to 
mutilate, either the holy Sacrifice which 
Jeſus hath- made ro his - father., or the 
holy Sacrament which he hath- ordained 
to his Church, or that holy: Oblation 
which after his Sacrifice and at his Sacra- 
ment he is pleaſed to require of us. And 
afrer we have preſented it, it 1s an ACt, 
not only of great Impiety, but of as 
great a Sacriledg, as was that of Anani- 
as, to withdraw without leave, any pert of 
that Whole which we have 'devored -t0 
GodsService. ; | 
5. It:behoves' not Iſrael alone'to go 
forth out of Egypt with.all'their Chil- 
dren and C:ttle, and- Goods, to offer 
them unto the Lord, that he may 'take 
cither all, or ſuch a part, as he will be 
pleaſed to chuſe; Exod, 10. 25, 26. 
All the Gentiles were likewiſe to go and 
give themlelves up to Gods ſervice.with 
their Gold, ther - Silver, their . Drome- 
daries , and. their Chariots: Joden with 
their chetteſt ſubſtance :-The Egyptians 
with all their- wealth: Tyre and Sidon 
with all their Merchandiſe::£/ay. 23. 18 
and 60. 6, 7, 9. The wiſe men with 
their Frankincenſe, | their Myrrh and 
their Gold; and to eyery inner at -his 
Conver- 
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Converſion to God, was to conſecrate 
all ro Jeſus Chriſt, and to the ſervice of 
his Church. From that very momentr, 
that by any reall Ac of converſion, of 
faith, of repentance, or of vow, we 
have given up our ſelves to ' Chriſt, 
who hath likewiſe given himſelf for us; 
as by virtue. 'of | this mutual Communi- 
On, all what he poſſeſſes becomes ours, 
_—_ his Grace, his Immortality, 
his. Glory; and ſo he beſtowes it upon 
us, according to the times, and degrees 
which he ſees beſt for our Salvation. by 
the ſame conſequence, all- whatſoever 
we” have, doth become his, fo that he 
may take it afrer in what proportion 
and ſeafon ſoever he $hall ſee beſt for 
his Glory. "The two Aﬀles which he ſent 
for by his diſciples; that he might ride 
on them to Jeruſalem, and the Cham- 
ber which he commanded to be rea- 
dy, that he might eat the Pafſover in 
it, were not ſo abſolutely his, as are our 
lives, -our Goods, &c. whenſoever rhe 
Lord hath need of them: | Math. 21, 2, 
3- Luk. 22. 11. Thoſe things were 
his only: by 'the Right of propriety, 
which, ' as to a -Soveraign Lord and 
God, is naturally reſerved upon any 
thing which he creates or faves; but 
theſe are his beſides, becauſe we with 
our ſelyes = given them. When = 

f calls 
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calls for the former, to deny them 'were 
injuſtice, but to deny theſe latter, were a 
vitible Sacriledg : all what we are, what 
we can do, and what we Can give, e+ 
ven-to the leaſt veflel in our : houſes; be- 
ing involved and made holy, in; this one 
Conſecration. n'that day ſball there be 
upon the very Bridles of the Horſes holineſs 
unto the Lord: and every pot in Feruſalem and 
Fuda ſhall be holy unto the Lord. Zechar. 
14. 20, 2t- 

6. This Conlecration whereby the wor- 
ſlipper offers and reſigns up all him- 
ſelf, and all his Concernments to God, 
if it be: well don, and.duly -performed , 
is; firſt as for our: Souls” and Bodies a 
Chriſtian Aportheofis, if I may uſe this 
word, whictrdoth'makes them capable 
of the Sacrifice and grace of Chriſt, and 
raiſes and prefers 'them to the very na- 
ture, "that 'is the Condition of holineſs 
and Immortality of 'God. Secondly as 
to the Conſecrated things; it is a mira- 
culoug priviledg; which in the end .in- 
finitly '' multiplies every. thing, which 
is thus parted with it blefſes the uſe of 
it altho it be but preſented;: as long as 
we Can enjoy It, and finally: exchanges 
it, when 'we'can enjoy. ir no more, for 
ſuch adyantagious © returnes, as may be 
conceived to be, 'not- ſuch as: when 
water was turned into Wine, or dirt 
INTO 
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into Gold, but ſuch, as if we conceive 
a glaſs of water, turned into ſtreams of 
Everlaſting Comforts, the dult of Iſrael 
into ſo many ſtars of Heaven, ſmall 
Cortages of Clay .into. Royal Palaces z 
and vain declining '*hadows into. real 
and Eternal _Poſleflions: Thow haſt. bin 
faithful in a few things, T will make thee 
Ruler over many. things, &c. Matth. 25. 21: 
But . if the Law ot theſe conlecrations 
be not well performed ; if Lev: come to 
ſerve Aſttaroth, afrer he hath dedicated 
himſeif to God; and if the Offerings of 
the People be employed to profane u- 
ſes afrer they have toucht Gods Altar ; 
then-' there. are as many and- as' heayy 
Cues to'be. lookt fors as on the other 
de upon a better uſe _ there. 'are many 
and great Bleſſings to be expected. - So 
thar upon all conhderations, |both-of pru- 
dence and of Duty ; firſt we muſt give 
up all ro God: next after we have given 
we muſt fly all, not only as two moſt 
odious {ins, -put alſo.as two malt : terrible 
miſcheifs, 'the Sarriledg 1n; withdrawing 
at any time when God demands-1t, what 
R_ bin” thus conſecrated to him+'and 
the Profaneneſs in Miſpending upun, fu- 
=" a6_an —_— _ =. of it he is 
Pleaſed: ro allaw. to our proper ne- 
ceſlities, and other lawful Convenicn- 
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7. Now tho Chriſt our bleſſed Savior, 
by that everlaſting and ever ſame Sacri- 
fhce ot himſelf, offer himſelf virtually up- 
on all occaſions, and we on Our ide, alſo 
offer our ſelves, and what is ours, with 
him ſeveral other waies, behides rhat. of 
the holy Communion: as at our Con- 
verſion, and firſt At of faith in him», 
Chriſt  ( ſaies St. Auſtin, * #: ſacrificed 
for the ſalvation of every ſinner, at the ve- 
fy moment he repents and bel:ives him to 

ave bin Sacrificed ; and at our Ba» 
priſm, For every one offers the Sacrifice of 
the paſſion of the Lord, at that time, that 
he is conſecrated by the faith of this Paſſion, 
and baptiſed a Chriftian, faith the fame Fa- 
ther; z and the Baptiſm of Chrift #s the 
blood of Chriſt, faith another. * Never= 
theleſs becauſe Chriſt offers himſelf for 
us at the holy Communion in a more 
ſolemn and public ſacramental _ wayz 
(thence it comes that rhe Memorial. of 
the ſacrifice of Chriſt thereby celebra- 
ted, takes commonly the Name of the 
Sacrifice it ſelf, as St. Auſtin 4 explains 
itoften) weare then obliged in a more 
ſpecial manner, to renew all otir Sacri- 

ces, all the vows of our Baptiſm: al 
the-firſt fruics af our -Converſion,: and 
2 Aug. Fvang, 1.2.9. 33: Auguſt, Expoſ. 
lh ad _ Koen 4 hm 6; ory yer 
(iv. 5.id. Ep. 23. a4 Buvif. De (onſecr. Dit-ware es 
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all the particular promiſes, which it may 
be : we have made, either -at. our re- 
penting of ſome fin, or at our delive- 
rance from ſome eminent danger, or at 
the recovery out of ſome greivous f1k- 
neſs, or at the receiving ſome other 
ſignal mercy, whether for our ſelves, or 
for our friends. - I will go into thy houſe 
with burnt "offerings, I will pay thee my 
vows, which my lips have uttered, and my 
mouth hath ſpoken, when I was in trouble. 
Pal. 67. 13, 14. Thenand there at the 
Altar of-God muſt we, both diſcharge 
all rhe vows, which for ſome hindrance 
or other we had not yer the Conveni- 
ence to fulfil; and ſer afresh from Com- 
munon to Communion , as they did the 
Shew-logves trom Sabbath to Sabbath, all 
thoſe other Performances, which by their 
nature, and our duty, can never be ful- 
filled, 'bur with. the very cnd of our 
daics. 

; 8: So ghall the new Iſrael tread 'on 
the piqus ſteps of the Old, who ever 
trom/ time to:time reiterated, either in 
Miſpah, or in Gilga/, &c. that Covenant 
which the Lord had made with him in 
Sinai. It is true, the Lord did not then 
* again repeat: the "Thunder , that once 
made the Mountains tremble; as in our 
Churches he doth; not reiterate that ve- 
ry Paſſion, that made the powers of 

| Heaven 
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y Heaven -moutn- and: shake: Neverthe- 
s leſs as: Joſuah,. Aſa, Jolias ,, jehojadah , 
- and other ſuch ho] en, could .from 
t their Maſter afſure the People, that the 
C Covenant. which they did renew, for 
r example , in Shechem, Jol. 24. 25. 2. Chr. 
r 
> 
4 
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15-12, and 23. 16. was not Jeſs power- 

ful, either to bleſs the obſervers, or to 
f deſtroy the offenders thereof, then ir 

was when. Moſes, and the Holy Angels 
publisht ir at\the firſt upon Sinai : So 
now. the Miniſters of our Lord ſeſus 
Chift; having/ in their hands the facra- 
ments of the Goſpel, (true Seals and 
Tables ofthe new Law ,) may both pro- 
; duce and give them out as Evidences 3 
| that the ſacrifice of their Maſter is not 
| leis able to faye mens Souls, when it 18 
offered to men,'and Sacramentally offe= 
red- again to God at the holy Commu- 
nion;. then when: it was newly offered 
upon the Croſs, And this, is the reaſon, 
wherefore all faithful Chriſtians ought 
then as effectually to reinforce; all their 
Oblations, - their vows, their Contriti= 
ons, .and their proteſtations, Men and 
Brethren what ſhall wwe do? And God 
forbid that I ſhould ever glory but in the: 
Cra/s of my Savior ; as the liraclites did: .- 
by proteſting upon the like occations , 
We quill -obeythe Lord our God: and the 
Lord is the God, the Lord # the Gad: 
| . 1 King 
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1 King. 18: :39.- both Iſraelites and Chri- 
ſtians ſeconding their Proteſtation of obe- 

| dience, and their proſtrations of Body 
and reſignation of their minds, with ſe- 
condary ſacrifices: thoſe of Bulls and Rams; 
theſe of Aims and Pious works. 

9. By this it is eafie ro ſee, that our 
holy Euchariſtical Communions are 
much correſpondent to thoſe Fealts, 
that did call- the People of 1frael toge- 
ther, firſt to appear and” proſtrate them- 
ſelves before the Lord with ſacrifices for 
their -ſin:'and then to lay upon the Al- 
tar that other 'kind of Sacrifices which 
they uſed to call * Peace Offerings, and 
which were ordained 'to expreſs both 
their thankfulneſs to God, and their 
Charity tro men. And in this friendly 
concurrence both of : Myfteries, and of 
holy duties that attend them, all reſpects 
duly obſerved, Moſes may fti]l with the 
ſame power command both new | and 

' Old Iſrael; Thou ſhalt keep the feaſt unto the 
Lord thy God, with a Tribute of a free will 
offering of thine hand which thou. ſhalt give 
wntos the Lord thy God, according as the 
Lord thy God hath bleſſed. thee: And 
thou ſhalt rejoice before the Lord thy God, 
thou and thy Son and thy Daughter, the 


ou t 
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Levite, 
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Levite, the ftranger, the Fatherleſs ard the, 
Widdow. - And you ſhalt not appear before the 
Lord emty. Ewery man ſhall grve according 
t0 the bleſſing of the Lord thy God which he. 
hath given thee." Dea. 16, "20, 11, . © «© 
19: The ifirſt Chriſtians eyer took it, 
and conſtantly/pradtifed/je(o. . For when«! 
ſoever they 'met at their devotions, where- 
of the Holy commuion was the moſt 
ordinary and the: moſt eſſential part, 
they did make the uſe of ail their Goods 
to be common among themſelves: and 
the diftriburion of this bleſſed Sacramext 
was '{o conſtantly. attended by the di- 
{tribution of their Offerimgs, that it. is 
ſomewhat hard'to diſcern: which of the 
two the Apoſtolical Hiſtory intends 
to fignify by the Breaking of bread, 10 
often mentioned in the Acts. Some pi1- 
ous and learned men have thought that 
this largeneſs and frequency of Offerings, 
which inthe -primitive : times was all 
the ſtock they had for pious ufes, made 
thar Article which ' immediatly follows 
that 'of the Church, that is, the. Commu- 
x#ion, Or Communication:of the Saints, But 
however tho [this were not the Article 
of faith there' meant, yet it was an Act 
of Piet ſo frequent » and:ſo eflential 
in thoſe daies, that St. Luke would 
place it amongſt thoſe other ſacred fun- 
ctions, that comprehend the whole du- 
ty 
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ty and ſervice of the Church. - They 


continued ſteadfaſtly in the Dottrine.-of tbe. 


eApoſtles and in the Communion y" and it 
breaking of bread, and in prayer. ACt: 
2. 24 Thus were the' priminve Chri- 
ftians literally and pun&tually ſuch as ho- 
ly David had propheſied they should: be, 
a People that wotld come and-offer them- 
ſelves, with their free-wil/-offering to. Chriſt, 
in the day of his Fower ;'and of that glo- 
rious eftulion. of Graces, that like to a 
Celeſtial dew , would :appexr wonderful 
by a' thick and ſudden producing of ſub- 
jects and ſouldiers ready':armed for his 
ſervice.. Pſal. 110. ro met 

rr. For - this purpoſe it' was 'that the 
Bishops' had in their Churches two Ta- 
bles. One of them Was *ow $ %oiarrely x 
amr gi, ij, e. within that ſpace 
where the Miniſters did officiate at the 
Altar, and where were Curtins purpoſely 
Shut to keep. non-Communicants from 
the fight of, and acceſs to the Holy My- 
ſteries. 'The other was where the. Peo- 
ple* could freely . come to offer their 
Gifts - | part. whereof afterwards was 
brought by the Deacons to the Commu: 
_ nion Table: Hither were brought the 
Free-will- offerings of the People, Bread, 
Wine, Oil, Wool, ſomctimes Cloth ; 
Silver, and any thing els, that might be 
uſeful to the Church, (till by expreſs 
Canons 
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Canons of the Church, * thoſe” Oblati- 
ons in Kind were limited to ſuch things 
only, as could be emploied abour the 
ſacraments and ſervice of the ChuchJ and 
all this was offered up to'God by all Chri- 
{ſtians-by- way of a daily Sacrifice. And 
when the Chriſtians had -oftered up to- 
CGrod' their Goods, the - Prieſt who' did. 
reccive them, did ſolemnly pray to God, 
that he would be pleaſed to /ook on their 
Ob ations, as he did once on them of Abel, 
of Noah, and of Abraham. Out of theſe 
Oblarions, the Elemenrs of the holy Com. 
munion were taken forth and preſent- 
ed at the other Table, where they were 
bleſt by' the Bishop or Prieſt, and dif- 
tributed by him to the People as from 
God, to aflure them he had accepted 
of both their perſons and offerings, and 
that inſtead of the Bread and Wine, 
which they had offered upon his Altar, 
as either the fir fruits, or the Repreſen- 
zatives of all their Goods, he was pleaf- 
ed to return to them not ſimple Bread; 
and {imple Wine, but ſuch Bleſſed Bread 
and Wine, as were both the ſacred My- 


. ſeries of the Body and Blood - of his 


Son, and an infallible ſurety of all 
Things depending thereon. This is the 
reaſon why, becauſe primi:1ve Chriſti- 
ans never received thoſe holy Myfteries, 
bur after they had made their Offerings 3 
* Can. 37. Afic- and 
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and becauſe thoſe very Myſteries, which 
they received, were cammonly taken , 
as to the matter, from that Bread and 
Wine, which they had before Offered; 
The Holy Eathers, (tur inſtance St. Ire- 
neus) *® who then had no occalion to 
be. ſo exact, or cautious as to diſtinguish 


' preciſely the Nature of two ſacred Otf- 


ces Which went conſtantly together, do 
not {cruple to ſpeak of the blefſed Com- 
munion, promiſcuouſly as Sacrament, or 
Sacrifice. 

.. 12. Now to bring all this more home; 
The Law of Antient Iſrae), the practiſe 
of the Primitive Church, and the very 
equity of the thing it ſelf, do, ſufhct- 
ently teſtify, that we ought not in theſe, 
more then in theformer Ages, to appear 
before the Lord with emty hands, that 


- 3t is not more fit for WE 64 02 now 
' then it was then, to preſent t 


elr per- 
ſons, without- their Goods, as it were 
trecs, without their ſap and fruit: and 
thae-cheſe ſame Nations, which in the 
pregiftion , of Eſay ,' were at. their firſt 
coming, to bring and conſecrate both 


< themſelves and their Gold. unto the 


'Lord, muſt not be now leſs liberal, 
when by their Sacrifice they appear 
to renew the vowes of their - former 
Conſecration; as ſurely God is not, up- 


® Jren. lib, 4. C. 39, 34+ £1 alibi paſims 
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on the ſame occaſions leſs merciful, when 


' by his holy Sacrament he renews unto 


them the Covenant of his faving Grace. 
Therefore he thar comes rich; is boand 
to appear before his Savior with his hands 
full of fach free-will offerings, as he'may 
take out of his abundance, asdid in 1- 
rael the' husbandman out of a plentiful 
haryeft, when the Lord had blefled his 
field, Hethat is leſs able, muſt offer our 
of what.he can either get by his labor, 
or ſpare by his Parcimony: as the poor 
widow did, when she offered her Mite: 
In a word every one, whether he be 
rich or poor, is to lay down at the Of- 
ferings of God, according asthe ſame God 
hath either blefſed or ſpared him. 1. Cor. 
16. 2. ) 

13. The quantity of theſe Oblatians, 
whether extraordinary, as' upon a Com- 
munion day , or more ordinary, as up- 
on other daily occaſions, is wholy  letc 
to. the diſcretion of the Chriſtian wor- 
Shipper. And wheress God by his: Law 
did deal with the 1ſractires, as 'farhers 
do. with Children' in'. an”age unfit to 
guide it ſelf, preſcribing to'i'them'the 


F meaſure, the time, and the manner of 


every thing, which they were-cither to 
do, or'to give; our Savior hath'/by the 
Goſpel freed all Chriftians from this 
punctual FOR} thenr, - 48 

men 
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men able to give an account of them- 
| fſeves, both to their own, Judgment, 

and to the diretion of his ſpirit. But 

if this different way of the Goſpel diſ- 
Charges Chriſtians now adaies from the 
ſubjection of doing punctually, and lit- 
terally/ every thing, which the ancient 
Iſrael] ' were to -obſerve;, it certainly ob- 
liges them ro do more. as to the matter, 
and todo it-in a better manner, And 
God forbid that this honor and liberty, 
which he vouchſafes us above what he 
did to the Jews, should be taken by us, 
either as a permiſſion, or as an occaſion 
of * being worſe. Therefore God in 
former times did give ſpecial Laws to 
his People. for every thing they. were 
to do, in point either of Piety, or Cha- 
rity:;': for) example, they. were to give 
the-'_Tenth- part of . whatſoever they 
could gather out of their fie/ds, their 
Trees and their flocks, beſides another 
Fenth . part every, third year, that is 


2: Thirtjeth part every year; and what | 


ever: could grow: of it; ſelf, during the 
vacancy of r:eyery ſeventh year: They 
were::bound moreover to many Other 
Charirable - wates,of helping the poor, 
as ta/Jend therm- mony without taking 


eitheriute or pawn: and to leave in their 


fields and Vineyards ſo much of their 


Corn, and-fruits behind, as could re- | 


compence, 
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compence the labor and diligence of 
many honeſt Neighbours, who at the 
end of the year, had no other Harveſt 
then this Gleaning. And altho all this 
was Charity, yet it was among the Peo- 
ple of Iſrael called Juice, becauſe it was 
commanded by Law, and thar they 
were obliged to pay theſe Almes, - as 
ſtrictly as any other Debt. Here then 
adownright Chriſtian will do well to 
take notice, of what all theſe charges 


| . may came to, and what proportion they 


Will bear with the Eftate and revenue 
that God blefſes him with, that: ſo he 
may contribute towards works of Piety 
and Charity, not only ſo much but more; 
and if not in the very ſame, yet in as 
good a kind as the Jews did. So that he may 
o beyond them in Charity, whom the 

ofpel commands us to exceed in all o- 
ther virtues, as we exceed them in Bleſ- 
fings. 

14, The time of theſe oblations is 
not more limited then their meaſure. 
Ar firſt St. Paul had appointed the firſt 
day of the week, that 15 the Lords day, 
for the gathering of thoſe Charitable 
aſſiſtances, and, as he calls them, Ac- 
ceptable Sacrifices, 1. Cor. 16. 2. Phil. 
4. 18: which were to be ſent to the 
poor Brethren of Jeruſalem : becauſe e- 
ven from that time, that day was in a 

| Fa more 
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more ſpecial manner conſecrated to the 
folemn Miniſtry of Prayers, of Preach- 
ing, and of Communion. Now, tho the 
danger of Profaneneſs, which then was 
leſs to be feared, hath in. our daies made 
the uſe of this Sacrament much leſs Com- 
mon then that of Preaching and Prayer: 
Nevertheleſs fince by theſe . two holy 
exercites, both: God ſpeaks to us, an 

we to him; this should be warning 
enough, not to preſiime to appear be- 
fore him without a Gift. And that we 
may both bear up the more eabily the 
expenſes of this weekly. Sacrifice, and 
diffuſe more univerſally the ſweet. ſa- 
yor thereof into all the parts of ourJife; 
it would be a ;piece of holy prudence , 
ro take Care that every day should both 
bear ſome part of the bunbon, and have 
ſome $hare of the holineſs. And that by 
2 daily attending to this ſervice, the 
Rich be ſtill induſtrious to detalk ſome 
targer portions of his abundance; the 
poor to ſteal ſome thing out of his ne- 
ceilaries: and , the middle conditioned 
man to ſpare What he can out of all 
his competence, - But ſpecially when the 
' good Providence lets fall into our hand 
ſome conſiderable advantages,” then ler 
him that will grow rich 1n God, look 
upon theſe temporal occaſions, as a pro- 
pitious time of Harveſt, whereo be 

mu 
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muſt be ſure to reſerve the firlt fruits to 
God: and let him have @ place in his 
houſe, like the. Treaſury.in the Temple, 
where he may daily- caſt in his F@/enz, or 
his Didrachm, or his Mite, according as 
God daily: bleſles him , and whence he 
muft be ſure to take nothing, but for 2 
fpecial holy uſe, as it he did take it from 
Gods Altar. | 

15. It is true indeed that not only 
this, but alfo any thing elſe that we have 
at homes: is already conſecrated, fince 
God having given it to us, 'we have given 
it back again unto God. For whenſoe. 
ver we gave him upour own perſons, all 
our Goods were involved in this gene» 
ral conſecration, and thereby became 
ip/o facto holy Offerings unto the Lord. 
But as theſe holy Offerings under the 
Law were of two ſorts, ſome which the 
Worshipper, and his wife, and Children 
might eat; ſome,of which it was not lawful 
for any to eat, excepr the Prieſts only; my 
meaning is that thetruly pious Chriſtian 
$hould gather day by day, and by little 
and litrle ( both tru make his Devotion 
leſs burthenſom, and by a continual appli- 
cation to this work, ro ſanctify the whole 
courſe of h:s life the better } a Magazine 
of holy things of this laſt kind, which 
may be only emplvied to God and his 
Churches ſervice. .. | | 
| F 2 16. Bur 
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116. But at the ſame inſtant that the 
Chriſtian Worshipper $hall take the ma- 
terials of his good works, out of :this 
ſtore, he muſt have a great care to draw 
withal out of the good Treaſure of his 
heart- the fire and the Frankincenſe, rhat 
is, the zeal and the holy thoughts that 
may improve, and raiſe good moral works 
to the being of Reſigious Sacrifices. And 
as with out doubt, at firſt, he had a care 
not to lay aſide theſe firſt fruits, in a 
Corner of his houſe, either negligently 
or rudely, as ſome do throw 'their Alms 
into Beggars hands, or as Judas did his 
thirty Pieces into the Temple; ſo he muſt 
not- forget himſelf ſo much, as ro take 
them thence , and beſtow them on the 
Body or members of Chriſt, that is, the 
Church and his Neighbor, but with ſuch 
pious Elevations and applications of his 
mind, as may become borh that Maje- 
{ty which he adores, and the pious and 
holy Act, that he intends. Let him do 
it, whether at his door, or in the way, 
or in the Temple, ir matters not; for 
the hour is long ſince come, that Reli- 
gious Acts, or Worshippings are confined 
neither to this Mountain, nor to Feruſalem 
Joh. 4- 21. whereſoever God gives thee 
the occaſion and power to perform any 
holy work, there he makes holy Ground 
for thee ; only this work, to be holy, and 
| A * becoming 
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becoming a Worshipper, muſt- by all 
means be don iz Spirit and in truth. 
This Spirit will teach us, what Flesh and 
Blood cannot do; both to perceive, and 
conſider, not an Angel only, as the Pa- 
triarcks ofren did, bur Chriſt himlelf, 
in the condition of an afflicted. Church, 
for example, or of -an honeſt diftrefſcd 
friend ; and then at ſuch occalions ro 
lay our liberalities, with that ſame mind 


and thought thar a true Worshipper 


would lay his O#lations, upon. the Altar, 
where he knows -that- Chriſt - will moſt 
effectually both find: ir, and accepr of 
ir. Once he received the Gold, the 
Myrrh and the Frakincenſe, which the 
wiſe men gave Joſeph; He did alſo res» 
ceive the Goods which Suſanna, and o- 
ther Religious Women did pur in the 
hands of his Diſciples; ſince that time 
the Church and all her diſtreſſed Mem- 
bers have bin inſtated by Chriſt himlelf 
moſt 'expreſsly into the Place of theſe 
happy Perſons; and as if they had bin 
for this purpoſe created Chiſts ſolemn 
Officers and Angels, about the. time that 
he was to ſuffer and ro leave his belo- 
ved Diſciples, he promiſed them both: to 
accept, and account as beſtowed on him- 
ſeif, theſe ſmall Offerings, which for. his 
ſake we should depoſite in their hands. 


Mat. 25. 40, 45-* DLO 
| . F 4 17. This 


129 The Chriſtian Sacrament 


- 17. This fame ſpirit, and this AcQtuat 
application, is the only means that we 
can have to raiſe-up good moral works, 
and to make them true Heave-offerings. 
Without this Elevation, what we give, 
may in it ſelf be a good deed, to us a 
confiderable expenſe, and to other men 
fome benefit; but to God, it is no 1a- 
crifice, or it is ſuch a ſacrifice-as ſends 
up no ſavor above: bur either like the 
Oblarion of Cain, falls all down to 
Ashes ' and” Duſt; or like the Alms of 
Phariſees; ro fuch aPaltry reward as we get 
perhaps from men. Ger. 10. Mar. 6. 

'-18.A1l theſe conſiderations and pious 
interitions of the Soul, which to the 
Worſhipper muſt be inſtead of the Sa» 
cerdotal Utenfiis, and to the Ob/ation, in- 
ſtead of the fire and Frankincenſe, are 
much revived and ſtirred up by the Cir- 
cumſtantial folemnity and Holineſs of 
the bleſſed Communion. Lookto the Ado« 


ratton -of\ the Ancient Iſraelites, 1 wass 


ec. Deut. 26. 
T Dare appear before the Lord 


with all my fin; and my ſorrows ; 
{tus very juſt alſo, that I ſhould 
appear with theſe few bleſſings, 
which are mine ;5 they are mine 


by 
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by thy favor, and having ' re- 
ceived them of thy hand, now 
co I offer them to thee *. For- 
give 1 beſeech thee my ſins, de- 
liver me from my lorrows, and 
accept of this ſmall Bleſſing. Ac- 
cept of this my ſacrifice, as thou 
adit of that of Abel, of Abraham, 
and of Noah; or rather look in 
my behalf on that only true Sa- 
certfice, whereof here us the Sa- 
crament ; the Sacrifice of the on- 
ly unſpotted Lamb : the Sacri- 
fice of thine own Son : of thine 
only begotten Son, of thy Son 


froceeding from thee, to dy for 


me, O let him again come 
from thee to me; let him come 
now as the only begotten of 
the Father full of grace and 
of truth to bleſs me, Amen, 
Amen, 

*1 Chron. 29. 14. 
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